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Sophomore dies suddenly in Loyola Hall
Alejandro "Alex" Carrion

Friends, family gather in

passed away in his sleep

Egan Chapel to remember

BY KELLY SHEEHAN

BY RYAN BLAIR

Alejandro Carrion '08 always kept the door
open to his Loyola Hall room, welcoming visitors.
His friends described him as "the nicest guy you'll
ever meet."
"Alex was a great person," said John Kamotowski
'08, one of Carrion's closest friends at Fairfield. "He
did everything in his power to make sure you were
feeling good about yourself and good about life."
Last Thursday, Carrion, known as "Alex," passed
away in his sleep. His roommate found him the next
morning and immediately called 911, according to
The Connecticut Post.
When town firefighters arrived, university public
safety officers were performing CPR on Carrion, but
he was unresponsive.
Carrion's cause of death was still pending as of
Feb. 7, according to the Connecticut Chief Medical
Examiner's office.
Kamorowski said he considers himself lucky to
have been able to play poker with Carrion the night
before he died.
"It was nice to see him win for the first time,"
Kamorowski said.
Carrion, a Miami, Fla., native and member of the
Contributed photo
Ignatian Residential College, enjoyed movies, guitars, Alejandro "Alex" Carrion '08 posed for a picture before the
poker, friends and music. He avidly followed the band Presidential Ball in October.
Incubus. He was a politics major, involved in the College Republicans and the university Pep Band.
REMEMBERING
MIRROR
"Alex Carrion's untimely death is a great loss,"
said University President Jeffrey von Arx. "Yet even
ALEX
EDITORIAL
in the midst of our mourning, there are opportuniTHOUGHTS AND PHOTOS
GRIEVING THE LOSS,
ties for us to grow in faith and in solidarity with one
another."
CELEBRATING THE LIFE
FROM FRIENDS
Now, the Fairfield community is trying its best

"Last night, a beautiful light in our home was
darkened," said Fr. Jim Mayzik, S.J. during his homily
to the throng of mourners who gathered Friday night
in memory of Alejandro "Alex" Carrion '08, who died
in Loyola Hall that morning.
"Upon the death of a loved one, everything seems
to come unglued ... it seems like creation has forgotten its form," said Mayzik in his homily. "All of us, at
the moment of death, pause in uncertainty, forgetting
what it is."
Softly illuminated by candlelight, the service in
the Egan Chapel of St. Ignatius Loyola served as a
source of comfort and hope for a community stunned
by untimely death.
"It takes long to realize that nothing will ever be the
same again," said Mayzik. "When this happens, what
can you do? What is the meaning of this? How do we
resume the beat."
The congregation sat captivated by Mayzik's soft
yet commanding presence as a homilist, with little so
much as a sniffle throughout.
Gatherers filled every seat in the chapel. Classmates
and fellow residents of Loyola Hall occupied some
seats, while teachers and administrators filled some
more. Still, others did not know Alex but came and took
a seat in the chapel, bound by their communion with
him as a member of the Fairfield community.
Following the liturgy of the Eucharist, friends of
Alex approached the pulpit, sharing thoughts, reflections, and memories of their time with him.
"Sometimes we would fight like an old married
couple," said Alex's roommate, Mike Maggi '08, fondly.
"The best thing about him was his innate goodness."
Another friend tried to describe Alex's essence to
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Judicial gets judged:
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

During William Rom's freshman and sophomore years at
Fairfield, he ran naked through the
quad during a big-screen viewing
of "Meet the Parents." He dumped
buckets of water from a window
on students walking outside. He
broke a mirror with a football. He
drunkenly rode a dolly down the
hallway of his residence hall after
throwing up.
Now, the university may have
to pay up to $200,000 for economic
and non-economic damages it
caused Rom, according to The Connecticut Post. The exact amount

will be decided at a later date.
The verdict was returned on
Feb. 3, after Rom claimed in
Bridgeport Superior Court last
week that he was libeled and defamed by university officials when
he was suspended in 2002.
Residence Hall Director Kimberly Nickolenko and past Resident
Assistant Reagan Smith '03 were
also included in the case.
But Vice President of Student
Affairs Mark Reed, former dean
of students, said the university's
ability and responsibility to discipline its students falls within
the guidelines stated in Fairfield's
handbooks and catalogues.

Page 13
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Former student sues Fairfield, awarded $111,000
for wrongful suspension and loss of income
"Courts have long recognized
the right of educational institutions,
especially private institutions, to
conduct their business according to
their own stated policies and procedures," Reed said. "Suspension
or expulsion from the university
is a serious thing and those situations.. .are outlined in the catalogs
and handbooks for all students to
see and be aware of."
Rom, 24, a Moorestown, N.J.,
native, graduated from Rutgers
University in 2005 as a political science major. Now, he is a financial
planner for Met Life.
Under his job description on a
personal website, he wrote, "I help

people save and invest their money.
I plan for people's future[s]. The
funny this is I blow my paycheck
on strippers, booze and drugs every
weekend. Go figure."
"He's a maniac," said John
Cifelli, a senior at Rutgers University who lived with Rom last
year. "He wasn't running around
naked or dumping water on people,
but he was definitely still a party
animal." ■
"But he was loyal to his friends
and a good guy at heart," Cifelli
added.
Rom believes he was targeted
SEE "PUNITIVE" ON P.

9

Contributed photo

Case closed?: After being
suspended from the university
William Rom got the last laugh in
Bridgeport Soperior Court
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Remembering Alex
■ ^Sf*''^.,.

"Alex was the best friend anyone could ever ask for."
- Mike DeLuca '08

"We love him and miss him. He
made FU the best school ever."
- Michelle Prengaman '08

Alex and I played guitar in the pep band these past two semesters.
Usually Alex would be the first one to show up for rehearsal and he'd
have his guitar and amp set up. Usually I'd show up second and he and I
would jam until rehearsal started. We'd play Rage or Incubus for a while just
for fun. He loved playing music and it was fun to be able to jam with him. That's
something I will miss a lot. Alex was a great guy and I will miss him very much,
- Dan Finnegan '08

This is the Alex Carrion that I will
always remember: the neighbor,
classmate, and friend that I will
never forget.
- Aaron Rude '08

Counterclockwise (from top left) Carrion & roommate Mike Maggi '08; Lauren Esposiro '08, Michelle Prengaman '08 & Carrion; Carrion playing in Pep Band; Pep Band group photo; Carrion's chair stands empry draped in his uniform as a tribute from Pep Band
All photographs contributed. Main photo & layout by Mark G Servidio
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Drug dealer
pleads guilty
The man accused of selling marijuana to
a Fairfield student in February 2004 pleaded
guilty to the drug charge on Feb. 5, according
to The Connecticut Post.
The case was set to go to the Superior
Court when the accused, John Delabrena,
21, made his plea under the Alford Doctrine.
In such a case, the defendant does not admit
that he is guilty of the charges against him,
but admits that a guilty verdict would likely
come from the case if it were to go to trial.
Delabrena will likely be served with an
18-month prison term.
In Feb. 2004 Michaela Marshall '06
was charged on multiple counts of selling
marijuana, which was thought to have been
supplied by Delbrena. The Mirror reported
in April 2005.that Marshall pleaded guilty to
drug charges. She was then sentenced to 15
months in prison, and is now on parole.
Marshall was "not expelled, but suspended from the university" in March 2004,
said University Spokeswoman Martha
Milcarek.
"Suspension allows students to seek
readmission in the future; expulsion prohibits a student from seeking readmission,"
said Milcarek.
Milcarek said that Marshall is now
attending Fairfield as a non-residential,
part-time student through the University
College.
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Kelley Building takes shape
Project running on schedule; exterior to be completed in May
according to Taylor.
While the construction may be an
inconvenience for students now, the function of the Kelley Center will be largely
beneficial to the student body when it is
available for use next fall.
It will be home to the Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Admissions, the

The process of approval and construction of the building has been a lengthy
process, with preliminary plans for it
Finally, the mound of dirt near the
beginning in 1995. The plans were then
track that we'd all grown so fond of has
brought to the public hearing of Fairfield's
begun to take the shape of the long-anticiTown Planning Zoning Commission on
pated Kelley Administrative Center.
March 29, 2005, and approved on April
According to Campus Operations
12, according to a Mirror article from last
Director Ric Taylor, deDecember.
spite some delays in the
"I'm excited for the
construction thus far, the
new building, but the conrevised building schedstruction starts so early! I
ule for the Adminstrahear them when I wake up
tive Center is on track.
for my 8 a.m. classes," said
"The schedule
Aimee Trainor '08.
calls for the exterior
Although some stuof the building to be
dents might be put off by
substantially complete
the early-morning banging in May, with occupants
construction workers' hours
moving to the building
are about 7:00 a.m. to 3:30
throughout the sump.m. - campus construction
mer as planned," said
is by and large a positive and
Taylor.
healthy sign.
The mound of dirt
Another benefit that the
that was an eyesore for
building will provide is an
the majority of the fall
additional 140 parking spots
and winter was actually
for an extremely cramped
dirt from the construccampus.
tion done on Fairfield
Although the new
Mark Servidio & Jim Scholl/ The Mirror
Prep, and was put in the Steel and brawn: The new Kelley Administrative building is taking shape,
parking lot will be utilized
area of the Kelley Cen- with steel supports in place, and is expected to be completed on time.
mainly by the administrater while delays were
tion working in the building,
sorted out.
Registrar, Bursar, Financial Aid, Residence students hope that it will ease the parking
Delays were due to many factors: the Life, and Student Support Services.
pressures on campus.
"The best part of the new building will
building plans were altered to include Res"The building will provide 'one-stop
idence Life and Student Support Services, shopping' for existing students and will hopefully mean an easier time parking on
the site was changed, and an "extended serve as a welcome center for prospective campus - right now it's a huge pain," said
Marc Amadeo '07.
permitting process became necessary," students and their families," Taylor said.
BY KATE MCGAHAN

BY ELIZABETH COOPER AND JESSICA
MITCHELL

FEBRUARY

Student computers at risk for seductive Internet virus
at preventing such threats from intruding into the campus network, according to Dailey, by keeping students aware of such
threats via e-mail as well as configuring firewalls to stop cer"School girl fantasies gone bad." If that sucked you in,
tain traffic and monitoring the network for unusual traffic.
you're not the only one to fall victim to it. The Kama Sutra
"Students Should always think twice about opening atcomputer worm, discovered on Jan. 16,2006, started spreadtachments. Many students have been infected with viruses
ing throughout the Internet via attachments in e-mails with
through e-mail or Instant Messenger and don't even realize
similar subjects. Those whose computers were infected
it," Dailey said.
thus far should have experienced its affects on Friday,
Students should never download any unknown attachFebruary 3, 2006.
ments even if from people'they know.
Be careful, though. Those whose computers haven't
"The best thing to do is to contact the sender and make
been infected should be extra cautious. The Kama Sutra
sure that the attachment is legitimate," he added.
worm, also named by Symantec as W32.Blackmal.E@mm
All e-mail that comes into the mail server that support
is not over yet. It will attempt to take, effect on the third
all faculty and staff accounts is scanned for viruses. CNS
day of every month overwriting most Microsoft Office
also installs and maintains anti-virus software on all faculty
Suite documents, PDFs, and some compressed file formats,
and staff workstations to drastically reduce the spreading
making them irrecoverable.
of viruses over the network, Dailey said.
Due to this witty design, people may not notice the
Student e-mail accounts are maintained by Adminiseffects until it is too late to recover documents. The next
trative Computing - SCT. Every e-mail coming and going
day the worm will take action again will be on March 3.
through the student account is scanned for viruses.
According to Steve Dailey, assistant director of comIf any threat is found in an attachment, it is automatiputing and networking services (CNS), the virus attempts
Mari
Heenan/
Photo
Illustration
cally
removed from the attachment, according to Account
to disable anti-virus software.
'Net
surfers
beware:
The
latest
string
of
viruses
may
have
Executive Kevin Clancy at SCT. The e-mail server is also
With your virus scanner disabled, it will be unable
scanned once a week for viruses and updated hourly with
to alert you of being infected with the worm. Dailey debilitating effects on your computer
encourages students to run the scanning tool available from be as drastic as those back in 2003, strong measures should new virus definitions.
For students seeking assistance, the Student Computing
the Symantec site as well as updating virus definitions within be taken by students to protect their computers. The univerthe anti-virus program, while disconnected from the school sity has provided free antivirus software to all students since Help Desk is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 4:30
network. Coming to the Student Computing Help desk for 2003 when they purchased a $10,000 corporate site license p.m. and will assist students with infected machines. The
student computing Web site, www.fairfield.edu/studentcomproper reinstallation of the software is recommended for of Norton Antivirus.
If you have not installed the antivirus software provided puting, contains some helpful information as well step-by-step
infected computers.
In addition to running the scanning tool as well as a full by the university, you may download it from the student com- instructions on installing, updating and running the anti-virus
software.
virus computer scan, Dailey also recommends backing up any puting website accessible from www.fairfield.edu.
The help desk can be contacted at x4069 and also by eimportant files to an external medium, such as a USB key or
CNS sent out a campus announcement on Feb. 2 warning
CD just in case you get infected.
students of the possibilities of the worm outbreak. CNS works mail at studentcomputing@mail.fairfield.edu.
BY MARK SERVIDIO

The last time a big computer threat struck the university
was in September 2003 when two computer worms named
Welchia and MSBlast, or "Blaster," caused substantial parts
of the school's network to shut down.
Although the effects of the Kama Sutra worm should not
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Camp us Crime Beat:
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2006
8:25 a.m. - A vehicle was
towed from the fire lane
of the South Village parking lot.
4:05 p.m. - There was a
hit and run in the upper
Canius lot; no injuries were
reported.
5:56 p.m. - A female student
reported that two clothing
items had been stolen from
a dryer in Kostka the day
before. The items included
a $200 pair of pants and a
$75 jacket.
Thursday, Feb. 2,2006
7:15 a.m. -A female fainted
in Campion Hall and was
brought to the hospital for
observation.
11:11 a.m. - A fire alarm
went off in one of the town-

houses; the cause was unknown.
4:50 p.m. - A fire alarm
went off in the bathroom of
a room in Kostka. This was
caused by dust from a maintenance worker. Several students refused to evacuate the
building and were referred
to student services.
11:42 p.m. Public Safety assisted student services with
a large unauthorized gathering at the townhouses.
Friday, Feb. 3, 2006
2:22 a.m.- Two male students tossing a football in
the south wing of Jogues
hit a sprinkler causing the
fire alarms to go off and an
evacuation of the building.
The sprinklers caused flooding on the second floor and
leaked to the first floor and

Drunk frosh, dented cats, and a

busted sprinkler

ground floor. The water was
cleaned up and the sprinkler
was repaired. Carpeting was
damaged,; however, the
amount Of damage to students' personal belongings
is unknown.
Saturday, Feb. 4,2006
2:34 p.m. -Public safety
found large letters of profanity on the sidewalk of the
east dise of the construction
area. There are no reported
suspects.
9:19 p.m. -Six freshman
were written up for alcohol
violations and were referred
to student services.
Sunday, Feb. 5,2006
2:07 a.m. -A window of an
exterior door of Regis Hall
was smashed. No suspects
were reported.

8:27 a.m. -A chair was
thrown through a window
of Kostka Hall. No suspects
were reported.
4:42 p.m. - Eleven underage
students were present when
a keg was confiscated from
a room in Regis Hall. They
received alcohol violations
and were referred to student
services.
5:52 p.m. - A small grease
fire erupted in a townhouse
kitchen. The students put
out the fire with the extinguisher and no damage was
reported.
10:30 p.m. A student living
in Regis Hall received an
alcohol violation for having
beer and hard liquor in his
room. He was referred to
student services.
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2002 FORD EXPLORER
SPORT
2-door, black, great condition
Only 33K miles
Must sell immediately!
$13,000 or best offer
(301)266-1642
BABYSITTER WANTED
Need reliable babysitter to
play with well-behaved 3-year
old and 10-month
old boys for 15 - 20 hours per
week while father works in
home office.
$10/hour. Beach area. Call
319.9903
HOUSE FOR RENT
2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR
"Green Turtle" at the Beach
Call Tom 203-426-6927
Call TODAY!
FAIRFIELD BEACH ROAD
Charming, fully-furnished
cottage available for the
upcoming school year ~ Fall
'06 to Spring '07. Ideal for 2-3
occupants. Spiral staircase
to loft. Sliders to huge deck
w/dock directly on wide canal
opposite Long Island Sound
and beach. Gas heat, woodburning stove, washer-dryer,
track lights. $1,800 monthly.
Phone to. see. 227-7097
(Westport).

HANDS-ON BARTENDER
TRAINING.
1 or 2 week courses.
Extensive job placement.
Lifetime free refresher
classes.
NATIONAL BARTENDERS
SCHOOL
Fairfield, CT. Established
1984. Licensed CT/DOE.
(203) 338-8221
www. learntobartend .com

PSYCHOLOGY MAJORS
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
in Westport seeking
psychology or related student
major for combination of a
paid internship and help with
driving errands/child care
of teenage son. Dr. Cindy
James (203) 856-6077
TWO HOUSES FOR RENT
on Reef Road. Walking
distance to the beach.
Three Bedrooms, 1 bath,
Washer & Dryer, Large
Kitchen
Terms: Available for Summer/
Fall 06, 9 or 12 Month Lease
Call 917.574.8179

HOUSE FOR RENT
2/3 bedroom house for rent
on Fairfield beach roach.
Living room, washer/dryer,
large back yard, 1 bath.
Available now, also showing
for Summer '06 and Fall
'06. 1200 sq ft. Excellent
condition. (917)733-8577
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HELP WANTED
Do you have a crazy schedule
and need flexible hours?
Then we can help. Were
looking for self motivated and
driven individuals.
Primo Pizza
Drivers and all positions
available.
Please call Mike at
203.374.2400
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Large house on Fairfield
Beach Road in quiet area.
1200 sq ft. Washer + Dryer.
Excellent condition.
.Call 917-733-8577
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Senate approves 25 percent increase in bidding for concert
FUSA programming board authorized to bid $50,000 for spring act
BY ALEXANDRA STEWART

directors in charge of picking the act for
this semester's spring concert, has said that
FUSA has started to look at some acts.
"I cannot say what acts we are looking
at, only that we do our best to please the
student body," said Velotta.
While this spring's concert is public knowledge, anticipation is running
high for what FUSA has in store for this
semester's concert.
"We definitely need a better act than

we've had in the past years," said Michael
Basta '07. "We need someone everyone
likes and using more money could do
that."
April Salvaterra '07 agreed.
"With more money, I hope we can get
a bigger act to come to campus," she said.
"I would really love to see O.A.R. play here
before I graduate."
Some students have loftier dreams
of what kind of acts we should get on

campus.
"Coldplay," said Laura Heffernan '07
said. "I'd like to see them come to campus., .or at least someone like them."
Meaghan Donlon '07 would just like to
see someone comparable to past acts such
as Dave Chapelle and Dane Cook.
"I'm a huge fan of the comedy acts
we've gotten at Fairfield," she said. "It
would be cool if we could get big names
like that again."

A potentially bigger and better act
than Fairfield has ever seen is anticipated
after it was announced announced at last
week's Senate meeting that the senators
were allowing the FUSA Programming
Board to bid as high as $50,000 on this
semester's spring concert.
FUSA ended up bidding $40,000 for
the Guster concert, and the
fact that Senate is allowing the
Programming Board to bid up
to $50,000 this semester means
that Fairfield could quite possibly get a more popular act than
ever before.
"To make it simpler, the
bidding process is as follows,"
said FUSA president Jess
DiBuono '06. "We, for FUSA,
made a budget of $21,000 for
our concert/major acts. However, forbidding, we place large
bids of sums of anywhere up to
$50,000 and make the money
to cover that because of ticket
Mari Heenan/ Photo illustration
sales."
Dollar days: Concert acts don't come cheap. FUSA has spent large sums of money on recent acts such as Dave Chappelle, Guster, the Roots,
Jon Velotta '07, one of the and Dane Cook, and looks to bid $50,000 for the spring act.

Senior Night @ Fox woods Casino Only $20.00!!
Trip Details:
4> Saturday February 18th, 2006
-v- Roundtrip Bus Ride from Fairfield U. to
Foxwoods. Depart F.U. - 3:00 PM
Depart Foxwoods - 10:30 PM
*$■ Food Voucher (only received if you ride
the bus)
-Y- Money Voucher (only received if you
ride the bus)
-$- Exclusive use of the BB King Club
■ Club open only to
F.U. Class of 2006
■ Complimentary snacks
■ LIVE DJ

Class
of
2006

Tickets on sale in the Levee: Thursday 2/9 & Tuesday 2/14
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Tickets on sale in the FUSA Office: Thursday 2/9, Monday 2/13
& Tuesday 2/14 - 11:00 AM - 4:30 PM

A

There are only 4JJ^iickets to be sold.
Ticket Sales will end on February 14th, 2006
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FUSA courts Public Safety: protection or publicity??
BY MEGHAN TOUMEY

As a result of last year's Student Survey,
FUSA and the Department of Public Safety are
working together to produce a pamphlet to help
strengthen the relationship between students
and Public Safety.
The original reason for creating this pamphlet was a trend that FUSA noticed on the
surveys, according to senator Ashley Toombs
'07.
"The major concern that was mentioned a
number of times...was [the] lack of emergency
code blue lights on campus," she said.
According to Toombs, the results of the
survey showed that 641 of the 694 students
that responded felt safe to very safe on campus.
But there was stiU a concern about the "blue
lights."
"I realized...that if this is truly a concern of
the students then we should distribute a map to
them so that they can plan the paths they want
to take around campus," Toombs said.
Toombs met with Assistant Director of
Public Safety Frank Ficko to address the issue.
Together they decided to create a pamphlet
that will explain the role of Public Safety and
include a map that points out the 15 "blue lights"
on campus.
Julie Cronin '05, who says she does in fact
feel safe on campus, disagrees that a map would
be helpful.
"In an emergency you're not going to pull

out your map," she said.
Cronin believes the problem is that there
are not enough "blue lights" on campus.
"Many colleges advertise that anywhere
you stand on campus, you can see a blue light.
That is definitely not true here. I could name
two blue lights and their locations off the top
of my head," Cronin said.
After working with Ficko, Toombs realized
there was a lot about the Public Safety department that students do not know about. There
are many programs that will be explained in
the pamphlet.
The pamphlet will include information on
Public Safety Officer training, the bi-annual
Women's Self-Defense course, parking regulations, community service groups and important
contact information, according to Toombs.
The Pamphlet will also introduce the new
"Student Ride-A-Long" program.
The program "invites all students to ride in
the patrol care with an office, in order to learn
about their jobs and what they do," Toombs
said.
The pamphlet will still contain a two-page
map of the campus' "blue lights" that Toombs
hopes will allow students to plan appropriate
routes on campus.
"I believe that this pamphlet is more about
trying to improve the relationship between Public Safety and FUSA," Toombs said.
Public Safety was unable to be reached for
comment.

Elyse Raby/The Mirror

You're my boy blue! Blue lights are supposed to be within plain sight of
every corner of campus, but some students feel there are not enough.

• Outstanding faculty
At Quinnipiac University School of Law, you'll find everything you need to succeed. From a challenging
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Amid some controversy, FUSA Senators win Senate raffle
and chances as the students they represent
receive," said Cole.
Senator Ashley Toombs '07 said she
was excited to be one of the lucky raffle
winners while also helping a charity.
"I don't feel bad for winning the pass-

es, because I paid two dollars and bought
the ticket. I obviously didn't pull my own
name out of the bag, and I know that it was
an honest competition," said Toombs.

'07, said her friends were "happy that
somebody they knew won the raffle and it
intrigued them all to enter it this month."
Last week, FUSA held a raffle in which
Dan Kwiecien '08 agreed that FUSA
two free passes for parking anywhere on
representatives should be able to particicampus for February were given away.
The other winner, Janet Reinhardt pate in all fundraising events that are open
Coincidently, two FUSA senators
to the student body.
won the parking passes fair and
"They should be able to win
square in the raffle.
just like everyone else," he said.
A total of 78 raffle tickets were
"They shouldn't be excluded."
sold at $2 a piece and all proceeds
Some students do not mind
were donated to the Special Olymthat the senators won because they
pics. Of the 38 students who endidn't even realize the raffle was
tered, only six of them were FUSA
taking place early enough to enter.
senators.
"I don't think a lot of people
Senate Chair Jennifer Cole '06
bought tickets because they did
said that it was a "coincidence"
not know about it," said Micheal
the two senators won the parking
Canzano '07. "I know about evpasses.
erything, usually, but I don't think
"The raffle has always been and
people are interested in what FUSA
will always be 100 percent open to
has to offer."
every member of the sophomore,
Taylor Murphy '08 said she did
junior and senior classes," said
not need the free pass.
Cole. "Because it was a raffle, we
"I don't drive my car enough
kept all of the purchased raffle
on campus to move my car around,"
tickets in a zippered pouch, which
said Murphy. "I feel like I park anywas handed to Public Safety Officer
where on campus anyway."
Rob Didato at the drawing during
Joe Skingor '08 said he feels
the Senate meeting, and he himself
the coincidence was a little strange,
drew the two winners."
but believes that the winners should
Since senators are students
be able to keep the passes.
Mirror file photo
like everyone else, "they deserve _
"As long as they didn't cheat, if
,
. .
Free parking FUSA recently rattled off two unlimited access parking passes. The raffle will be repeated
if
was
a fair thing," he said.
to enjoy the same opportunities each month
Jnariirno J
BY JESS MITCHELL
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Admissions department sees jump in applications
With more than 8,000 applications, competition for spots in class of'10 soars
BY ELIZABETH COOPER

Last year, Fairfield saw a relatively
low number of applications, the highest
admittance rate in more than 10 years, and
a freshman class second in size only to the
1,008-member class of 2004.
Currently, Fairfield has received a record
number of applications for the class of 2010.
Over 8,000 prospective students have applied
and will vie for spots in what administrators
hope will be a more reasonably-sized freshman class.
Last year, 5,130 of 6,895 applicants for
the class of '09 were accepted, causing the
admittance rate to soar to an astounding 74
percent. A total of 940 students enrolled.
Many students have felt the impact
that such a large freshman class has had on
campus facilities.
"Last year, the only time that it was an
issue finding a table was if you went at 6:15,"
said Erin Frank '08. "But now even if you go
at 'off-peak' times, it's not empty."
This year, it is likely that the university's
admittance rate will be below 50 percent for
the first time since applications were submitted for the class of '07, which was the third
straight year that admittance was.under 50
percent.
While admittance rate statistics are not

Katie McCarthy/ Photo Illustration

Common goals: Use of the common application, in addition to the university's switch to
early action, may be partly responsible for the jump fn applicants.
likely a deciding factor for students when article, there are several reasons that applichoosing colleges, it is something that re- cation numbers may rise. The prevalence
ceives attention on Web sites such as www. of online applications makes it much easier
collegeboard.com. Acceptance statistics for students to apply to many schools, while
are given a prominent spot under the admis- other factors, such as the use of the Common
sions section of each school at the College Application, reduce the amount of work necBoard's site.
essary to apply to a wide range of schools.
According to the College Board, another
■The site report's that as compared to
Fairfield's current 74 percent acceptance rate, reason the number of college applicants has
Boston College accepts just 31 percent of its increased is that there was a "surge of births
applicants, while Loyola and Fordham weigh during the 1980s." The site also says that
in at 47 and 50 percent, respectively.
"experts predict applications will continue
As reported in a September 2Q05 Mirror to rise faster than openings at most colleges

through about 2010."
In addition, the university now offers an
early action option, rather than early decision, for Fairfield-hopefuls.
In the past, prospective students who
sent in applications by Nov. 15 under the
early decision system were notified of their
admittance within a month or so. If these
students were accepted, they were required to
accept the offer of admittance because early
decision is a binding contract.
Now, however, students can apply early
(still Nov. 15) and hear from the school earlier than those who apply regular decision
without a binding commitment. This shift
on the part of admissions at Fairfield may
have swayed a greater number of students
who were interested, but not necessarily
ready to commit.
Like upperclassmen, freshmen also feel
that next year's youngest class should be
smaller than the the current one.
"The one time I really noticed the
overcrowding was when we had to go to see
speakers in the Quick Center," said Clark
Allen '09. "Students had to sit on the stage
and on the sides. I felt that either the class
was too large or the Quick Center needed to
be expanded:"
Karen Pellegrino, director of Undergraduate Admission, was unavailable for
comment as of press time.
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Punitive damages could amount to $200,000
CONTINUED FROM P. 1
by Fairfield when he was suspended, according to The Connecticut Post.
Fairfield disagrees.
"If Bill Rom was a target, he made it awfully easy for
the school," said Fairfield's lawyer, Robert Hickey in court.
"The school had more than enough reasons to suspend this
man."
Rom graduated from college a year after he should have
because Rutgers did not accept all his credits, according to
The Connecticut Post. He said he deserves the tuition money
he lost from Fairfield and the money he would have made at
his job if he had graduated on time.
According to Reed, there were initially three claims.
The judge reached verdicts in the university's favor on two
of the claims, but sent the last claim to the jury.
However, the case remains "pending," meaning the
university may appeal the decision.
The university declined to release whether the case will
be appealed.
Reed said the university has held the position for a long
time not to comment on students' disciplinary records.
"That certainly exposes us to students themselves or others putting forward their version of the story or interpretation
of the facts," Reed said. "However, we feel an obligation to
our students not to 'air their dirty laundry,' so to speak."
Reed said this is an important part of how the university
maintains good relationships with students.
"This former student or others may say what they want
to say," Reed said. "We only ask that people recognize that
the reality or totality of the situation may be different from
what one or more individuals state or claim."
According to The Connecticut Post, Rom said the school

BUDS

did not punish him after he was written, up
several times at Fairfield, other than assigning
him community service. Rom did not complete the community service requirement.
Rom denied that he went into a women's
bathroom and ripped posters down in a hallway in 2002. He admitted to getting into a fight
with another student, but he said the student
attacked him first.
Rom said he wasn't allowed to bring
his parents or lawyer with him when he was
brought in front of Fairfield's judicial board.
He said he also wasn't allowed to confront any
witnesses. Then, he was suspended.
"The message should go out not only to
Fairfield University but to other colleges that
kids will make mistakes and, when they do,
schools have to deal with them fairly," said
Contributed photo
jury foreman Carey Dietmann to The Connecticut Post. "Fairfield University didn't do Flippin' the bird: Rom is described by friends as a "loose cannon."
Many who knew him were not impressed with his unruly behavior.
that here."
One Fairfield graduate who lived on
Rom's floor during his freshman year said he thinks the
"He beat the hell out of a kid I know, twice," Harder
university should be able to suspend any student for any added.
reason, because it is a private institution.
Rom cried and hugged his parents when he heard the
"It's a privilege to be admitted there," said Jack Harder verdict, according to The Connecticut Post. His lawyer admit'04. "And especially when a school is private, they should ted he was surprised by the amount they were awarded.
have the power to choose who is worthy, for a lack of a better
"I am let down to think that Bill Rom, a disgruntled
word," Harder said.
former student, can disgrace our university's name in the
Harder remembered hearing about the incidents for press and receive a large monetary settlement based on the
which Rom was suspended, but he did not witness them.
deception of a jury to see him for someone who he was not,
"Once he started doing stupid stuff, we just didn't hang and not see him as the social deviant that he was," said an
out with him that much," Harder said. "Kind of left him alone. anonymous 2004 graduate.
He was a nice kid, but could be a loose cannon."
Rom declined to comment to The Mirror.
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or events is common
■
■

•

(U-WIRE) SOUTH BEND, Ind.
Since the liberal policy of the "Land O'
Lakes" statement was reached in a 1967 assembly of Catholic university leadership, the
paths of colleges affiliated with the Church
have been divergent regarding issues of academic freedom and religious character.
The group of Catholic college administrative members — hosted by Notre
Dame University President Emeritus Father
Theodore Hesburgh — asserted that Catholic
universities "must have a true autonomy and
academic freedom in the face of authority of
whatever kind, lay or clerical, external or the
academic community itself."
Although the statement emphasized the
need for colleges to uphold a "perceptively
present and effectively operative" Catholic
character, the conference's Vatican II thinkers left the term open to interpretation by
individual universities.
University President Father John Jenkins
suggested his own interpretation last week
— a bold stance that would disallow the presence of campus events that fail to align with
Church teaching, if implemented into official
University policy.
Jenkins specifically cited the Queer Film
Festival and the "Vagina Monologues" as
events not in concert with teachings of the
Catholic Church.
The "Vagina Monologues" has faced increased scrutiny in recent years from Catholic
leaders who believe the play degrades women
with its frank and candid discussion of rape,
sexual intercourse and female genitalia.

In 2004, the Cardinal Newman Society
(CNS) paid for a full-page advertisement in
USA Today, denouncing the play's production
on Catholic campuses and calling for members of the public to contact school presidents
and other leaders to stop performances.
Last February, the CNS released a statement on its Web site asking Catholic women
to condemn the play's presence at universities
affiliated with the Church.
The Society's efforts were not in vain,
as 16 Catholic colleges across the country
consequently canceled performances of
"The Vagina Monologues" on campus. But
some Catholic schools, like Notre Dame
and Boston College, continued to show the
controversial play.
A number of groups at Boston College
endorsed the show, including the office of the
vice president for student affairs, the women's
studies program and the English and sociology departments.
"The current student body is different
from people that might have graduated from
BC years ago," communications department
chair Lisa Cuklanz said in a Feb. 17, 2005
article in Boston College's student newspaper, The Heights.
"There is a cultural shift, and people
have different thoughts on what Catholic
tradition is. In that light, 'The Vagina Monologues' produce tension."
Fort Wayne-South Bend, Ind., Bishop
John D'Arcy expressed this tension at the
onset of last year's "Vagina Monologues"
performances at Notre Dame.

Questioning Whether
or Not to Go to
Graduate School?
Student Alumni
Association presents:

Life 101

"Freedom in the Catholic tradition, and
even in the American political tradition, is
not the right to do anything," D'A.rcy's said
in a February, 2005 statement. "This play violates the truth about women; the truth about
sexuality; the truth about male and female;
and the truth about the human body. It is in
opposition to the highest understanding of
academic freedom ... A Catholic university
seeks truth."
Franciscan University of Steubenville
(Ohio), adheres to a policy of academic freedom heavily centered around the deep-seated
Catholic character of the institution and its
desire to seek such truth.
According to the university's mission
statement, "Franciscan University ... opposes
the promotion of propositions and values
contrary to Catholic teaching. This in no way
impinges on true academic freedom, as the
Catholic Church accepts all that is true and
rejects all that is false."
Franciscan University Associate Director of Public Relations Tom Sofio said rigorous discussion of all viewpoints can occur
in the classroom, but professors are not to
"promote" or advocate topics in conflict with
Church teaching.
"The pro-choice view could be explained
or examined in the classroom but not endorsed
or advocated," he said. "I recently sat in on a
Great Books class where students learned all
about the views of Nietzsche, the atheist who
referred to himself as "the Antichrist," but
those views were not endorsed by the teacher
— his role in the shaping of human events in

■

Germany, however, were examined."
Statutes of academic freedom at other
Catholic colleges are less stringent. Georgetown University's policy, as outlined in its
Faculty Handbook, emphasizes toleration
but asks faculty members to "recognize that
[Georgetown] is a Jesuit university committed ... to Catholic principles and religious
values."
Notre Dame's current policy on academic freedom is also relatively open-ended
in its interpretation of Catholic character
in an academia. According to the Faculty
Handbook, "freedom of inquiry and freedom of expression are safeguarded by the
University."
The policy adds that although "the rights
and obligations of academic freedom take
diverse forms for the students, the faculty, and
the administration," they must be consistent
with certain University objectives and "[live]
in the tradition of Christian belief."
The struggle to maintain Catholic values
on campus goes beyond the narrowest definition of academic freedom - that is, the right of
students and faculty members in an academic
institution to express their beliefs unabashedly and without discrimination.
Groups, speakers and other non-academic events deemed in conflict with Catholic character have also faced sanctions on
campuses across the country.
"As a Catholic university, we cannot
sanction an event that promotes a lifestyle that
is in conflict with church teaching," he said.
u
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Colleges across the country giving minority money to others
Some feel that programs are "racially exclusive"
(U-WIRE) CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.
- In an effort to comply with 2003 Supreme
Court rulings regarding affirmative action,
some universities are opening up formerly
minority-exclusive programs and scholarships to all students. While such programs
target a broader demographic of students,
there is debate as to whether modifying
or even terminating minority-exclusive
programs is an appropriate reaction to the
2003 rulings.
Roger Clegg, president and general
counsel of the Center for Equal Opportunity,
has filed complaints against a number of
universities in an effort to insure that schools
comply with the rulings and scholarships
and programs to all students.
"There are a lot of programs out there
that are being run in a racially exclusive way,
not just racially preferential, but racially
exclusive," Clegg said.
"You can't even apply unless you are
the right skin color. These include summer
programs, internships,, some scholarships
and so forth. So what we have done is contact the schools who have these programs
and point out that it is illegal because the
Supreme Court has said that you have to
'individualize consideration' to students."
The Center's efforts began when they
filed a complaint against the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology about four or five
years ago, Clegg said.
"We sort of stepped things up in 2003
and have continued to contact schools in
a fairly steady pace since then," Clegg
said. "It may have slowed down... because
most schools have begun changing their
programs."
A complaint was also filed against
Virginia Tech in 2002, before the Supreme
Court rulings, Clegg said.
Thus far, the Center's efforts have

Mari Heenan/ Mirror Photo Illustration

Show me the money! In the future, money available to minorities may be offered to all
students.
resulted in changes, Clegg said.
"Schools we have filed complaints
against have generally ended up changing
programs as well," Clegg said.
According to William Harvey, chief
officier for diversity and equity at the University of Virginia, when schools abandon or
modify such minority-exclusive programs,
they do so in an effort to avoid being sued.
"I'm disappointed by [the extension of
the programs to all students]," Harvey said.
"I think it is a reaction that's in part taking

place because there is a threat of possible
lawsuit, and people are being extraordinarily
cautious."
Harvey said that applying the 2003
Supreme Court rulings to these programs is
an inaccurate application of the law.
"The rulings don't speak to these
programs at all, they speak to admissions,"
Harvey said. "They said diversity is an
added aspect to an environment. It's a contradiction to what they're doing."
According to Clegg, a complaint was

filed against the University in 2004 on behalf of a student who was not admitted.
"A complaint has been filed against
U.Va by a parent who thought that his son
or daughter had been illegally discriminated'
against in admissions, and that complaint
is being investigated by the federal government now," Clegg said. "The Virginia
Association of Scholars used freedom of
information laws, and we worked with them
to send a freedom of information request to
U.Va," Clegg said.
The Center analyzed admissions data
and released a report to the education department, he said:
According to John Blackburn, dean of
admissions, ethnicity can be considered as
a factor in the admissions process under
the law.
"There's nothing that says that race-exclusive programs for recruiting are illegal,"
Blackburn said. "In terms of what we're
doing, we've never had any kind of admission program here that was race specific,
that, in fact, would suggest that simply by
being Hispanic or African-American, [a
student] got in."
According to Clegg, the University
does not currently sponsor programs that
entail race-restrictive eligibility. "I'm not
aware that U.Va has programs like this
now," said Clegg.
Students supported by race-restricted
programs, such as Jerome scholars, funded by the CAP Charitable Foundation, and
Ridley scholars, funded by the Alumni
Association, do attend the University.
According to University spokesperson
Carol Wood, neither of these programs is
sponsored by the University of Virginia.
Links to the scholarships can be found
on U.Va's Admissions Outreach Office
Web site.

CNN: Liquor before beer is in the clear
(U-WIRE) NORMAL, 111. - The beer
market has gradually taken a backseat to
liquor, wine and other spirits recently, ac-'
cording to a CNN Money article.
In order to stay in direct competition
with hard alcohol, campaigns for beer have
been developed and designed to express the
"finer aspects of beer." Chris Cutler, owner
of Budget Liquors in Normal, 111., said he
has seen an increase in spirit sales over the
past few years.
"Spirits have definitely taken away
some share of the beer side of our sales in
the store," Cutler said.
Cutler's explanation for the market shift
was that it was due to the variety of hard
alcohol that has been flooding the store's
shelves.
"The infusion of different fruits into
vodka and rum, there is certainly nothing
more popular than the raspberry flavored
vodkas, and the fruit flavored vodkas
and rums are tremendously popular right
now."
Paul Nagra, manager of University Liquors in Normal, said he has found the same
experience to be true in his store.

"There are more flavors coming into
liquors. There used to be only two or three
flavors of Bacardi, now there are like 17
flavors. Even tequila has developed flavors,
even whiskey has come up with flavors;
we had never heard of this before," Nagra
said.
Along with the shift from beer to liquor,
Cutler said the socialization rituals involved
with beer have.changed and-become more
focused on party-goers bringing whatever
type of alcohol they prefer, instead of the
host providing beverages in large quantities.
"You also have the social aspect involved. The days of 10, 12 and 15-barrel
parties have gone by the wayside. Now the
parties are smaller and more individualized.
As opposed to in the past where a fraternity
or an independent large house will throw a
big kegger or dump a bunch of 30-packs into
a trough," Cutler said.
Nagra has directly witnessed the influence of liquor advertising on the popularity
of items in his store.
"Sometimes I see something on TV
and I can tell that we will be selling [the

product] next week.
"The kids will buy that product so you
can see how much impact the ads have on
people," Nagra said.
Nagra explained the weight pop culture
carries on the liquor industry.
"If Cognac comes up in any rap videos,
you can see it will start selling...Before the
movie 'Sideways' came out no one new
what Pinot Noir was, but after, everyone
was coming in asking for Pinot Noir,"
Nagra said.
Rohit Naidu, manager of Midtown
Liquors in Normal, said the store's sales
are now evenly matched between beer and
liquor, which was a recent change since
beer used to be responsible for a majority
of the alcohol sales. Naidu said Midtown's
liquor sales are directly in correlation with
the different seasons.
"[Sales] are seasonal - in the winter it's
more hard liquor, and in the summer it's
more beer...any hard liquor by nature heats
up a person, and beer is more like a cold
drink that chills you," Naidu explained.
In order for beer to stay on top of the
market, companies have been revamping

their advertising in order to give the beverage a certain amount of prestige in hopes
of improving its reputation to consumers.
Robert C. Lachky, executive vice president
of Global Industry Development for Anheuser-Busch, Inc., responded via e-mail
to how his company will reinvent their
advertising approach.
"Anheuser-Busch is working to build
an industry coalition with a unifying platform that will help all brewers compete
against other forms of alcohol. It will largely
be a grassroots campaign, supported by sales
materials, point-of-sale materials, a Web
site herestobeer.com, print advertising and
a small amount of high-impact TV advertising," Lachky said.
"From everything I've read and what
salesmen and vendors have talked about,
they are trying to raise the image of beer.
But, you also have to realize you can't
just take a snapshot of this kind of thing,
beer, wine and spirits all turn in cycles.
Beer has had a great run for the last 15 to
20 years now it's time for spirits," Cutler
explained.
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von Arx: "Carrion's untimely death is a great loss"
CONTINUED FROM P. 1
to honor and remember one of its most
loved students.
Politics Professor Edward Dew said
he had Carrion in one of his classes this
semester.
"He gave me a smile both at the outset of a class and at its conclusion," said
Dew. "He left me thinking, 'what a sweet
kid this is.'"
Students said the sophomore touched
many lives during his two years at the
university.
"He was basically the sweetest guy on
my floor," said Ally Montany '08. "Alex
was always smiling and genuinely concerned about how my day was. He would
always do anything to help someone, even
if he didn't know the person."
"He was one of my favorite people,"
said Amanda Lee '06, who met Carrion
through Pep Band. "He was always looking out for his friends and was the most
genuine person 1 knew."
Cristin Vanderhoof '08 recalled planning a Christmas party in Loyola Hall with
Carrion.
"No one else wanted to do it but he
volunteered because that's just the kind
of guy he was," she said. "He got a Santa
suit and everything. He went around the
commons giving out candy and singing
Christmas carols with all the residents."
William Wordsworth once said, "The
best portion of a good man's life: his little
nameless, unremembered acts of kindness
and love."
But students say they will always
remember Carrion's acts of kindness and
love.
According to Lee, an important part of
his life was making people happy.
During a Pep Band rehearsal, Lee
mentioned one of her favorite songs to
Carrion.
"At the next rehearsal, he had learned
how to play it on his guitar, just because he
knew it would make me smile," she said.
When Lauren Esposito '08 was packing her car on a rainy night, Carrion offered
to carry everything for her.
"I will always remember this small

Contributed photos

Above: Sophomores Alex, Doug DeOrchis, Michelle Prengaman, Lauren Esposito, and
Randell Bozzello.
Right: Trademark guitar in hand, Alex and Katie Schneider '08 pose for a picture.
gesture because in his selflessness, he
didn't stop to think about how far away
the Jogues parking lot is in the rain or how
wet he was going to be when he got back,"
Esposito said. "He simply picked up my
things and walked out the door without a
jacket or an umbrella."
Another Pep Band member, Mike
Meehan '08, said he has similar memories
of Carrion.
"If you needed someone to talk to or
just wanted someone to hang out with,
Alex was always there," Meehan said.
Carrion and his roommate, Mike
Maggi '08, developed a close relationship
while at Fairfield together, according to
Vanderhoof.
"They were just Mike and Alex,"
Vanderhoof said. "They were joined at the
hip—best friends. You always saw one with
the other, playing poker with the other guys
or adding quotes to their quote board they
had in their room."
Students said Carrion's memory will
live on.
"He was a fun, outgoing guy who

Friends celebrate Carrion's
life at evening Mass

loved having fun with his friends," said
Terence Hurley '07. "He always had a
smile on his face. He was a great-hearted
kid."
Von Arx said he spoke with Carrion's
father on Saturday night and was tremendously moved by Mr. Carrion's "his faith
and goodness."
"It was almost as if he was trying
to comfort me as I expressed the sadness
and sense of loss of our community," von
Arx said.
Although Dew never met Carrion's
family, he said he knew the family must
have brought him up well.
"While we are grateful for his presence among us, we are also grateful for
those who helped to make him what he
became," Dew said.
Many Ignatian students said Carrion's
death could have destroyed the community, but instead, students have become
united.
"It's been tough on everyone," said
Aaron Rude '08. "But we have each other.
It would be impossible to get through this
without each other."
"I'm very happy that the Loyola community became so close in a time of need
for love and care," said Kamorowski. "The

memorial mass that night was very touching and the support from many around
campus have helped greatly."
Von Arx felt the same way.
He said he has watched the Fairfield
community has come together in "mutual
love and support" throughout the tragedy.
Kamorowski said that although Carrion may not be with Fairfield physically,
part of him is still with the people he
loved.
"I know deep down that Alex is
looking down from heaven with his big
smile and glowing personality knowing
that everything will work out in the end,"
Kamorowski said.
' .

CONTINUED FROM P. 1
those who did not know him.
"You never walked away from Alex
with a frown on your face," he said.
"The door to Room 222 was always
open," said a fellow resident of Loyola
Hall. "He would always give a big wave
to me when I passed by, inviting me in to
talk. Alex was known for his hospitality
and good-natured attitude."
Another friend offered, "Some
people say that every life can be counted
by the number of beats of your heart. Alex
used his heart so much, that maybe that's

why he left us."
As Mayzik said in his homily, "Alex
is a beautiful light, not ever, ever to go
out."
Alex's mother entered the service just
before the closing prayer, and was invited
to say a few words.
"Alex loved Fairfield. He loved
his friends. He had his second home at
Fairfield," she said tearfully amidst the
weeps of the congregation. "He blossomed here. He was beautiful ... he
was a light."

Contributed photo

Hanging out in Loyola: (Front row) Melissa Ternier, Mario Chan, Mike Maggi, Alex,
(back row) Johnathan Grossman, John Kamorowski
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I'm suing for punitive damages!

Grieving the death, and
celebrating the life, of a peer
We were shaken to hear of the tragic death of our
classmate Alejandro "Alex" Carrion '08, who passed
away in his sleep last Thursday. The heartbreaking news
of Alex's untimely death has shaken the entire Fairfield
community to the core. As college students, we are rarely
aware of our own mortality. Alex's death, which came just
days after he celebrated his 20th birthday, is a sobering
reminder of how precious life really is.
Carrion, a Miami, Fla., native, was actively involved
in the Fairfield community. A politics major, he was also a
member of the Ignatian Residential College, College Republicans, and was a guitarist in the university Pep Band.
Like many college students, Alex enjoyed movies, poker
and music; but unlike many college students, he actively
and willingly dedicated his time to the betterment of this
school. His family has said that, more than anything, he
loved Fairfield and the friendships that he made here.
It is abundantly clear, from the dozens of mourners who gathered in Egan Chapel last Friday for Alex's
memorial mass, to the makeshift memorial erected in
Loyola Hall in his honor, to the men's basketball team's
wins dedicated in his honor, that Alex Carrion had a farreaching, positive impact on Fairfield University.
Friends described him as one of the kindest, most
talented, and dedicated people they knew. Professors said
that he always offered them a smile. On a bustling college
campus, where it can seem hard to take the time to stop
and smile at a stranger, losing someone like Alex, who
friends say went out of his way to make people happy,
is truly tragic.
Death tears the fabric of a small, personal community
such as Fairfield like no other event. The Mirror extends
its most sincere condolences to Alex Carrion's family and
friends during this time of tragic loss. Let us, the Fairfield
community, not only mourn the loss of one of our peers,
but celebrate Alex's life and the positive impact that he
had on his friends, his family and his school.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial
board. What is your opinion? Write to us: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.
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Welcome to the new Fairfield U.
BY THE BAE

9jm

LIZ BAE

Let me begin by commending Ashlee Fox for
putting together 100 Nights and selling all the tickets
in a single weekend. Someone needed to take the
initiative to return to the legendary Fairfield fun
that alumni so fondly remember, but we will never
experience.
In 10 more years, kids at F.U. won't even know
what Clam Jam, Mock Wedding or 200 Nights
was.
But we do. The class of 2006 has been robbed
of every tradition unique to Fairfield's graduating
students. I wasn't at any of the senior events last year,
and neither were my classmates. But for some reason
we continue to pay the price for .their stupidity.
The lucky 250 people who will attend 100
Nights on Saturday will have a memorable evening,
but what about the rest of us?
How can our fun that night possibly compare
to dancing to a live band in semi-formal attire with
an open bar?
Fairfield wouldn't let Fox use StagWeb to
advertise (salt in the wound), so people she didn't
know and people who didn't know her didn't even
get an invitation. Some seniors didn't even know
what the event was until an article in The Mirror
said it was sold out.
As our last few months at Fairfield bring us
to the inevitable close of college that we still can't
fathom, it is disheartening to know how distrusted
we are by our own administration.
We've made it this far so we're definitely not
that stupid.
Seniors are now struggling to get into graduate school and find jobs and apartments, and we
receive 100 percent less of the rewards than last
year's seniors.
Having an occasion in which less than half of us
can participate creates a negative division - the bitter
majority who will watch their friends get dressed up
before hopping on a bus to a secret location, and the
lucky minority who happened to receive an invitation
and get their money in on time - but it is the only
alternative to not.haying a celebratiojvat all..

I am a bitter Betty. It's not a "senior event"
unless every single senior has an equal opportunity
to attend.
The administration has taken away some of the
very reasons I came to Fairfield, and 100 Nights is
a further slap in the face to every senior who can't
go and to every senior who wishes 20 more of their
friends could have gotten a ticket, too.
Whatever we students do, we do not have the
power or money to plan such a night that has been
famous in Fairfield's past.
Maybe we can all go to the Grape that night
- oh wait, it's been closed since we got back from
winter break.
Oh well, at least we have graduation to look
forward to.
But just in case we do something wrong, every
class after us will pay forever with the banishment
of that tradition too.
You guys probably won't even be able to live
on the beach. Don't think its fair? Welcome to the
new Fairfield.

Mirror file photo

The bus stops here: Last year, a bus returning
students from 200 Nights festivities became wedged
under an overpass. While students see 200 Nights to
be all in fun, the administration considers it a liability.
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Feel good about yourself in 2006!
BY ALEXANDRA GROSS

Being self-conscious is part of the human
condition in the 21st century. We know the
facts: the media is oversexed and stresses the
importance of a thin, often gaunt physique
and, not surprisingly, there are a high number of eating disorders on college campuses
among both women and men.
Every year we tell ourselves that we are
going to fit into a specific pant size or get a six
pack before March vacation. Let's face it - we
are own worst nightmares. We get crazy about
our appearances, create unnecessary stress and
even make ourselves incredibly unhealthySn
the process. Though I'm not a medical doctor,
a therapist or a personal trainer, I am a female
college student who believes she has some
common sense.

Health classes, parents, doctors and even
celebrities tell the public that the secret to
weight loss is to eat correctly and exercise.
But, who are we kidding?
The secrets to a long, happy life are
exercise and healthy eating habits. Blaming
or crediting your metabolism for your appearance is no excuse to avoid the gym or continue
to eat overly-processed foods. Furthermore,
blaming your busy schedule is no reason to
not be active.
Working out at the gym does not have
to be emotionally painful. Do not let other
people intimidate you at the gym. Go with a
friend, bring your iPod or read a magazine.
If the gym is not your thing, walk around
our beautiful campus! Just get out of the dorm
room, stop wallowing and be happy that you
are trying to feel better about yourself!

Exercise is only part of maintaining a
vigorous lifestyle - food is another. French
fries, frozen yogurt, mountains of baked goods
and pizza are commodities in the cafeteria and
the Stag. Take-out menus are plastered on our
bulletin boards and alcoholic beverages flow
freely throughout campus.
I'm not lecturing you on what you should
•put in your body. Just survey your options
before just settling. Eating should not be a
guilt trip, nor should it involve painstaking.
calorie counting; just make wise choices. We
are, after all, adults.
Physical activity and maintaining a balanced diet should satisfy the physical aspect
of overcoming body issues. What about the
emotional and mental?
Shopping for clothes should not be a
miserable experience. Dressing room mir-

rors should not be avoided. If you like a pair
of pants, a t-shirt or a sweater, shop for fit,
not for size. Although easier said than done,
getting hung up on a size can cause a relapse
on a course to a healthier lifestyle.
Independence can be brutal, but it can
also produce great things. Self-consciousness
is ingrained in our society, but whether you
believe it or not, you are not constantly being
judged. Who is to say that you are overweight, too skinny, or not smart enough?
Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, a woman highly
scrutinized for her sexuality, appearance and
role as a First Lady, said it best: "No one can
make you feel inferior without your consent."
Just imagine all the things we could accomplish if we stopped thinking of ourselves,
and stopped commenting on others and truly
started to make a difference in the world!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Classmate: Rom lacked common concern for others
To the Editor:
I am a graduate of Fairfield University, and first heard
of the court case of William Rom v. Fairfield University on
Monday, Feb. 6, and was outraged to hear that the University
had been found guilty by a jury, and required to pay out sums
amounting nearly $200K. I know that Fairfield University
would not suspend or expel a student without the proper
reasons for doing so, in fact Fairfield has been lenient and
forgiving of students for offenses in the past suggesting other
methods of penalties such as fines and community service,
as it is a Jesuit University teaching the ideals of serving as
men and women for others.
Also, I knew the student William Rom and knew him to
be a social deviant; ignorant to rules and regulations, destructive of public property and violent towards other students.

I feel as though the jury must have been misled by Matthew Hirsch, Williams's lawyer, into believing that William
Rom was another person. According to The Connecticut
Post article dated Feb.4, Hirsch stated, "This was a college
student with one alcohol violation. No drugs, no weapons
possession, no embarrassing vandalism in the community...
this is not the kid you suspend from school, not based on the
evidence, not based on the process, not based on the facts.
It was arbitrary and capricious."
Either his lawyer did not take the chance to get to know
his client, or was duped just as the jury was into believing
the previous statement to be true. Rom did not represent the
characteristics of a student attending Fairfield University, and
certainly did not deserve to remain as a student and graduate, only to go into the work force and real world carrying
a degree from Fairfield University representing our student

Mourning the loss of a peer
To the Editor:
It was with profound sadness that last
week the Fairfield University community lost
one of their own, Alex Carrion of the class of
2008. Alex was known to all those who loved
him as a warm and caring individual who
exemplified all that Fairfield has to offer.
Alex lives on in the memory of those
who loved him best as we all search for ways
to answer the questions that linger from this
tragedy.
In the midst of so much darkness, grief
and despair that surrounded this loss, I was
able to see one glimmering light of hope. The
Fairfield University community was able to
come together and lean on one another as we
all try to get through this difficult time. The
200 or so sophomores who make up the Ignatian Residential College serve as tremendous
examples of strength as they united and helped
one another.
I witnessed countless examples of utter
friendship and love as students consoled one
another and truly served as "men and women
for others,"
I also have great admiration for the administration, faculty and staff of Fairfield for
the'way they handled themselves last week.
In a time of student need, the administration was there to answer. Mr. John Falzone of

Campus Operations is one of the most caring
and giving individuals I have had the pleasure
to meet during my four years here.
I witnessed firsthand, Mr. Falzone spend
his entire day with the students of Loyola,
compassionately caring for those who needed
him. Fairfield is better for having him here
with us.
There were also countless other administrators who gave no thought to themselves
and instead focused on those they serve - the
students. Economics professor, Dr. Phil Lane;
Fr. Jim Mayzik, S.J.; Ignatian Residential College Coordinator, Jodie Fitzpatrick; Associate
Director of the Ignatian Residential College,
Joe DeFeo; and Diane Nolan, head coach of
women's basketball, just to name a few.
We as students are tremendously lucky
to have, such individuals looking after us on
this campus.
In the midst of tragedy, it was an honor to
bear witness to the warm and compassionate
nature of these individuals, as only this will
get us through the trying times.
Alex, you are missed. Rest in peace.
Sincerely,
Jess DiBuono '06
FUSA President

body and alumni.
I believe that the most important part of Fairfield
University's mission statement pertains to students coming
together as a community sharing common goals, a common
commitment to truth and justice, and a common concern
for others which is the obligation of all educated, mature
human beings.
Rom was not one ogahese.members of the community
and did not deserve to remain a member of the Fairfield
body, as he lacked, more than anything else, the common
concern for others. He was apparently not a mature human
being, proven by his disciplinary record, as well as others'
impressions of him and his lack of class and character.
Sincerely,
An anonymous graduate of Fairfield University 2004

Raffle victory justified
To the Editor:
I would like to voice my opinion of the
editorial in last week's edition of The Mirror.
The undignified insinuation that the Senate developed the parking pass concept with Public
Safety to aid themselves as displayed in the
cartoon "FUSA Senators Win FUSA Raffle"
and editorial "Park Your Dignity Anywhere
You Like" from the Feb. 2 issue of The Mirror
does not parallel the work that the Senate has
done in the past few years.
Public Safety responded to the complaints of the student body that were brought
to our senators regarding parking restrictions
on campus. They generously reacted by
donating the "park anywhere" passes to be
raffled off monthly to raise money for the
Special Olympics, and Officer Rob Didato
personally drew the winners at an open Senate meeting.
The Senate was asked to organize the raffle since we brought the students' complaints
to Public Safety. We are a strong group of
students willing to volunteer our time for such
a worthy cause as the Special Olympics.
I do not believe that the random luck of
Ashley Toombs '07 and Janet Reinhardt '07
has "muddled what should have been, a beneficial and benevolent program." The $157
raised for this charity proves otherwise.

Posters around the campus center, the
campus announcement, and The Mirror's article "Senate Presents a Ticket-free Paradise to
Two Students a Month" (1/26/06) clearly state
that the contests are open to all sophomores,
juniors and seniors.
I believe that all students, senators or
non-senators, should be allowed to have the
same opportunity to participate in a raffle that
is the response to a student-wide complaint
and is benefiting the Special Olympics charity
100 percent.
It disheartens me to see that the Senate's
projects, which benefit the student body,
are overshadowed by implications of unethical behavior that "looks contrived." While
Toombs and Reinhardt are hard-working and
dedicated senators who volunteer hours every
week for the benefit of the students they represent, they are first and foremost students of the
university who deserve the same opportunities
and chances as all of our peers.
The dedication and work ethic to our
school and the student body by this year's
Senate, especially by Toombs and Reinhardt,
are reasons why I am proud to be the Chair
of Senate.
Sincerely,
Jenn Cole '06
Chair of FUSA Senate

Editor: Nick Caruso
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Making a STATE-ment
BY BILL MCBAIN

State Radio is an up-and-coming band worth looking into. This week
The Mirror talked to frontman Chad Stokes (former lead member of
Dispatch) about the band's music, their message and the upcoming tour.
They will be playing at The Space in Hamden, CT on Feb. 15, with
doors opening at 7 p.m. You can order tickets at http://thespace.tk
How did you guys meet and when did you officially form as a band?
In 2002 we were all friends of a friend and had played in different bands. We
knew we were starting something different. It is me (Chad Stokes), Chuck Fay, and
Brian Sayers.

DISK.

State Radio
Us Against The Crown
Rating:

44444

How would you describe your music?
- I'd say it is rock with a little bit of
reggae. We're influenced by lots of bands.
Everything from Rage Against the Machine
to Credence Clearwater Revival.
What are you looking forward to in the
upcoming tour?
We just got in to Somerville, Mass.
and we practiced for the first time in two
years. We have a bunch of new songs and
I'm looking forward to playing in front of
people that have heard the new album.

What do you guys do when you're not
touring?
It feels like we always are working
Download this:
on
something
exciting. We worked on one
Camilo
project called "How's Your News." It is a
Mr. Larkin
news show where the news team is made up
of friends of ours with disabilities. They are
the stars and we are behind the scenes. We
have done a CD with the group and a couple movies.
Do you feet your fans are able to make a separation between your work now and
your work when you were with Dispatch?
It is very similar to me. I feel like the people who come to the shows have come
from the Dispatch nation. I think that it sort of is a natural progression. It feels sort of
the same to me.
i

In your songs you sing about injustices facing the world. Would you consider
State Radio political?
That's a good question. I think it's okay if people get that from the music, but
first and foremost we are a music band and we play what comes natural to us. Social
injustices and social awareness is a big part of who we are and what we do. We love

music and we see an opportunity to the
give a message within the music. It is
an added bonus ...it is not the number
one priority though.
Last election you were very active
in encouraging young voters. Do
you plan to be as active in the
next presidential election?
I feel sometimes we need
to light a fire underneath the
youth. I want people in youth
to get interested in politics because we have the power to
vote and put our officials
in office. I think apathetic
is the worst thing we can
be at this moment. To
be apathetic is to be ir
responsible and that is
not what we need from
the youth of our country.
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How do you feel that college-aged men and women can help recognize and work
to correct injustices in the world?
I think history has proven that college-aged men and women have made great
strides in changing the U.S. for the better. We need that now. We would love to empower
college age kids because that is where change usually starts.
You also were a huge proponent of Napster when it was in its glory. What do you
feel is the state of peer to peer file sharing today?
It is not as free as it used to be. I think it is still great. It encourages music that
wouldn't be heard to be shared. I am still in support of music being shared over the
internet.
How has selling music on the iTunes music store affected State Radio?
I was pretty confused why our EPs were there originally. Now, (that it is up there
with our permission) I think it is great. iTunes is another great, artist friendly way
for things to get out there. It is better way for the artist to get money for their work. I
think it is great.
"What do you see the future holding for state radio?
I don't know. We have a bunch of new songs. We would like to work on the next
record. We have a trip planned for Germany, the UK and Europe. We would like to raise
awareness of what is going on in Africa. Over 400,000 people have been killed in the
region of Dafur in Sudan. The crises displaced 2.5 million people. If college students
know about the extent of the suffering and loss of life, they should write petitions and
let our congress men and women know we're thinking of this.
We should empower each other to seek out what is wrong and try to right those
wrongs. The power to make change is not taken advantage of enough.

Clementines, long hair and a banjo
BY SEAN CORBETT

Tonight, Mike Falzone plays at the
Acoustic Caf£ with invited guests Clementine Broadcast (formerly the Miles Standish
Monument), Monitor and the Merrimac
(2004 graduate Dave Grazynski and his
banjo), Alex Claydon and Mike Davis.
Falzone, who did the inviting, says it's
just like any other show on any other night.
"To me this is just a show, this is what I
do," he said. "I bust my ass to play as much
as possible and when I do it around here I
get to bring some FU friends along to give
them support."
Even though it is just another show and
it is just another night, it's an opportunity to

get Fairfield students off campus to see their
favorite on-campus musicians. In the past,
the Dolan chapel/lounge and the Levee have
hosted all these acts, most often on separate
nights. Tonight they share the stage for about
a half hour each.
Falzone is best known for his lead vocals in JonnieProud, one of Fairfield's most
notorious bands in recent years. They have
since gone their separate ways, and Falzone
has been playing local and less-than-local
gigs on his own with an acoustic guitar.
With a recognizable vocal style and a large
following, Falzone's career in music may
just be beginning.
Solo acoustic guitarists Mike Davis and
Alex Claydon each have their own different

styles of playing. Claydon's cover of "Let's
Get it On" (if he plays it) along with Davis'
humorous control of the crowd will both be
impressive additions to the evening. Each
write their own music and have been attracting a great deal of attention, completely
independent of each other.
Grazynski, HAM Broadcast Manager/
Producer, is in the beginning stages of a
possible folk career with Monitor and the
Merrimac. He and his banjo have been appearing at local bars and clubs here and in
New Haven. Some people may think the
banjo is a gimmick, but Grazynski takes it
seriously and treats it as an art. His approach
to music and performing are very unique and
definitely worthy of attention.

Clementine Broadcast has been seen
in a few different forms. Lou Jannetty, Bo
Moore, Evan Barden and JP Francini started
the Miles Standish Monument, which attracted a tight following here at Fairfield
over the last year or so. Add Nick Shifrin to
the bunch and you've got the appropriately
named Clementine Broadcast. With a new
demo CD and some new songs, this band
of close friends is noticeably tighter than
last year and continues to impress with each
show.
Bring $5 to the Acoustic Cafe in
Bridgeport tonight at 9 p.m., and be ready
to experience the best of what Fairfield
University's independent musicians have
to offer.

,Thc
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"Match Point" scores

Strokes' ne

Woody illustrates the ethics of
mo rality and the importance of luck
BY SHANNON CUMMINGS

Is it better to be good or to be lucky? This is the question
that "Match Point," rightly hailed as Woody Allen's masterpiece, seeks to answer. This film paints an exceptional,
yet unusual, portrait of how morality and fidelity are lived
out in the human existence.
Chris Wilton, played by Jonathon Rhys-Meyers, is a
former tennis pro turned instructor who we follow as he
navigates through a new beginning in London. By chance,
as the theme is prevalent throughout the entire film, he
meets and becomes friendly with the likeable and witty
Tom Hewett, a-wealthy and elite member of a well-known
British family. This seemingly random meeting spurs a
friendship, leading to Chris's eventual courtship of Tom's
sister, Chloe.
Although it begins as a character study, the real drama
heats up with the introduction of Scarlett Johansson's character, Nola, a femme-fatale and the fiance of Tom. Chris falls
for Nola and they begin a surreptitious affair.
From this point on, the boundaries of morality are
blurred and wrong actions become justifiable. The audience
is taken on a climactic journey in which the old adage of "the
ends justify the means" is evaluated, eventually leading to
an unpredictable ending. The audience is forced to assess
whether integrity is practical, and also what one is willing
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to give up for socio-economic comfort.
However, this does not leave the viewer feeling morally
superior. Rather, the viewer is able to identify with the situation and is forced to evaluate his or her own morality.
Johansson's portrayal of the seductive and beautiful
vulnerability of Nola lends itself to the success of the film
in capturing the realness of raw human emotion. But the
real break-out performance is that of Rhys-Meyers, who is
captivating from start to finish with his dark portrayal of
Chris Wilton. The sexual tension between the two makes
fidelity seem like a chore and also a necessary evil.
Throughout the course of the film, the viewer comes to
see that our lives are not determined primarily by our actions,
but rather, much of our fate is left to chance. That the course
of one's destiny is reduced to factors that are out of our hands
is the great tragedy of life. To be lucky becomes the most
important thing, rather than being "good," thus reducing the
importance of justice to a secondary value.
"Match Point" definitively answers the originally posed
question by asserting that to be lucky is, in fact, the most
important factor in life.

A "stroke" of semi-genius: "The Strokes have taken a step in tl
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album leaves mediocre "First Impression"
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BY PETER LAPRE
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ie right direction; they're just not quite there yet."

Rock fans knew it was too much to
ask, but they asked anyway. The Strokes,
once touted as the saviors of rock and roll,
could not muster the fury needed to make a
fraction of the impact foretold by the hype
machines.
Nonetheless, the public wanted an answer, a voice with fiery conviction to affix
to rock's next big thing. The landmark "Is
This It?" had piqued interest and satiated
the collective appetite in the interim, but
the more-of-the-same follow-up "Room on
Fire," offered only a banal retort.
Now, with their third offering; "First
Impressions of Earth," the five New York
City hipsters have rid themselves of the
insurmountable hype and taken a whogives-a-damn approach. As singer Julian
Casablancas semi-croons through lines like
"I've got nothing to say" and "I'm tired of
everyone I know," it is evident that the few
still looking for The Strokes to be the second
coming will be thoroughly disappointed
yet again.
No, this album is not great, but what is
the matter with just being good? Casablancas and crew have accomplished something
here. Everyone knew that the band needed to
renew its approach and they have done just
that. This is a fact easily recognized even
before a single song is heard; the 14-song,

52-minute LP is practically longer than the
first two albums combined.
As for the sound, The Strokes brought
in new producer David Kahne (Presidents
of the United States of America, Sugar
Ray) and added more depth. As musicians,
the band is better than ever. The always
meticulously tight rhythm section seems
impossibly more rigid in a framework that
allows bassist Nikolai Fraiture and drummer
Fabrizio Moretti more room to grandstand
their talents. Similarly, the interwoven guitar
machination gleams as Albert Hammond
and Nick Valensi showcase an impressively
superior aptitude compared to past efforts.
However, the strength of the album
lies in the fact that for the most part, The
Strokes still sound like the same old band
while broadening their scope. Opening
track "You Only Live Once" could easily
supplant a track of "Is This It?" and the
familiar bass grooves still drive the effort.
Its first single is the subsequent "Juicebox,"
where the redefinition can really be heard.
By far the band's hardest hitting rocker,
it's as progressive as it is powerful. The
most surprising track, though also the most
lackluster, is "Ask Me Anything," which
breaks the mold in a construction free of the
typical Strokes trademarks as Casablancas'
impassioned vocals are buttressed solely by
synth and strings.
The first half of the album is damn good

and on first listen there is a definite inclination to anoint it as almost on par with their
freshman release. However, after the murky,
pounding, "Vision of Division," there is
little else of note. The following songs really just drag on and lull the listener into
sedated apathy.
"First Impressions'" other pitfall is
the sometimes downright atrocious lyrics.
Casablancas has never yielded profound
renderings, but some of the lines signal a
complete lack of effort: "Don't be a coconut / God is trying to talk to you." Other
lyrics are just safe and unimaginative like
a teenage garage-bander's attempt at being
deep: "I hate them all / And I hate myself
for hating them."
Overall, "First Impressions of Earth"
should not be seen as a disappointment.
The album really is strong, even if it doesn't
have an uber-catchy hit like "Last Nite" or
"12:51." There are signs present that should
please even those with the highest hopes,
though they would be best advised to curb
them. The Strokes really have taken a step
in the right direction; they're just not quite
there yet.

Rating:
m jp jr ^Jj ^J|

Drunk sing-alongs: a college life essential
5Y ERIN MCNAMARA

It all started before my junior year in high
school. Visiting my cousin on Cape Cod, I
found myself in the woods with him and his
friends, nursing a disgustingly warm beer and
gathered around a white jeep. "Always" by Bon
lovi came on the radio and all the boys huddled
together in a circle and started singing at the
|top of their lungs. It was that night I discovered
the magic of
a drunken
sing-

along. Below are a few songs that have become
an essential part of my life at college.
"Living On a Prayer" - Bon Jovi
The epitome of a freshman year bar experience. Bon Jovi's "Prayer" is an 80s classic that
drunkards cannot seem to resist (just ask anyone
who frequently attends a karaoke bar). With a
catchy chorus that screams for hair spray and
tight leather pants, this song will live on for
decades to come.
"To Be With You" - Mr. Big
The ultimate chick song. When we were
sophomores, my friends and I were at a party
and started singing this together, linking arms
and swaying. Everyone else thought we were
nuts, but I feel it was a defining moment of our
friendship. Who can resist a boy who is "waiting on a line of greens and blues?"
"Since U Been Gone" - Kelly Clarkson
Here's the thing: this song is loved by
all, even if the guys don't want to admit it.
Clarkson's poppy, yet definitive, voice is perfect
for the drunk sing-along, especially for the girl
who wants to declare independence from the
boy across the bar who never called back. It is
often played on repeat and must be accompanied
by the fist-pump. Beware of the urge to jump
along to the chorus; beer and flailing limbs are
never a good combination.
"Don't Stop Believin'" - Journey
This Journey staple goes "on and on and
on and on." The song also takes on a more
desperate tone as seniors search for jobs after
graduation.

"Drop It Like It's Hot" - Snoop Dogg
You can't go wrong when a rap mastermind
teams up with one of the best hip-hop producers
today. With a few tongue clicks, Snoop and
Pharrell can convince any college student
to both "park it" and "pop it" like it's hot.
Please keep in mind that I am also a
girl who bought the "Rhythm
& Gangsta" CD for approxi- ^i
mately $30 while studying
abroad in Galway, Ireland.
And don't forget to bring
your green hat.
"It's All Coming
Back To Me Now"
- Celine Dion
On my birthday,
I ended up back in
my bedroom with
about 10 friends
screaming along to
this timeless classic. I actually lost my
voice. The fact that the cops came
and threatened us with arrest has not
prevented my friends from crowding
into my room and singing along to
this song literally every weekend
since then.
Our neighbors may hate us,
but traditions like this will make
me smile years from now when
I am sitting in a cubicle and eating lunch out of a paper bag.

Beer and
ballads:
Clarkson and
Bon Jovi are
a few drinking faves.
Contributed
Photos
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Editor: Tara Touloumis

Does candy
equal cool?
THAT'S PHANTASTIC
ASHLEY PHAN

When I was in fifth grade, there were the
"cool" girls in the class. They were an elite
group that I was never a part of but always
eagerly wanted to be included in for so long
because of reasons I didn't quite understand
that early in life.
Perhaps the reasoning behind my anxious behavior to be a part of this elite cliqueof preteen girls is because with every "cool"
girl came a "cool" boyfriend and they would
"go out" with for a short period of time. They
called it "going out" back then, and when I
was 11, it meant nothing other than holding
hands, sitting at a special table in the cafeteria and, only if you were the coolest of the
cool, maybe getting a kiss. It would always
be planned, and it would always be seen by
the other classmates, especially the girls. .
Sarah Salsbury, a senior at New York
University and a former classmate from my
fifth grade class, was once a girl considered
to be of high ranking in the elite "cool"
group. She was outgoing, smart, funny, wore
the best clothes, and had all the qualities that
someone who deserved to be in the "cool"
group should have. She is also now my best
friend - who would have thought? A "cool
girl" ends up being best friends with me.
This past Christmas break, we started
talking about Valentine's Day and about what
we wanted to get, or hoped we would get,
from each of our long-term boyfriends.
Somehow, one of her exes that she dated
in fifth grade came into the conversation,
and for some strange reason^ I remember
exactly who he was. But more importantly,
I remember exactly what he gave her for
Valentine's Day. It was the biggest, cutest,
white bear holding a huge box of Russell
Stover chocolates (something you would
be able to get for $8.99 at CVS), but it was
considered a huge investment at the time.
This is the reason I wanted to be in this
clique of "cool girls"- to get stuff! I must
have subconsciously maintained this frame
of mind when I headed through middle
school (without a boyfriend) and then into
high school.
I didn't have my first kiss until I was
nearly 15. My mindset was that you had
to be a "cool" girl to get a "cool" boyfriend
and then get gifts. I was right. The boy that
I had kissed was from Boston and he sent me
a huge package a few days before Christmas,
and what do you think was the first thing I
did? Call all my girlfriends and embellish
the greatness of my gifts, of course.
Sad to say, but a lot of women are socially constructed into believing that what a
man can buy for you is of utmost importance.
The reason we women do this is simply to
compete with each other. So maybe if we
stop competing we can save the men we
love a fortune. Eh, the hell with that idea,
let's stick with the gifts, ladies!
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Move over Russell Stover:
Break away from Valentine's Day cliches this year
BY TARA TOULOUMIS

Obnoxious cupids. Smug couples. Distastefully large bouquets. Oh yes, it's that
time of year again: Valentine's Day.
Single or attached, Valentine's Day
tends to inspire more dread than happiness.
If you have a significant other, there's the
pressure associated with purchasing the
perfect gift, making plans, and battling the
crowds (and usually increased entree prices)
at local restaurants.
If you are single, there is the annoyance
of having to smile and nod as if you are
genuinely interested as your coupled friends
talk about their plans for the big evening.
All the while, you are bombarded with images of roses, candy and cupids, almost to
the point of nausea.
Nevertheless, Valentine's Day need not
be so stressful. Although some convincingly
argue the holiday was created by Hallmark,
one must try to look past all the gaudy red
cards and remember the true message of the
day: the sharing of love.
That love does not have to be in the
romantic connotation. Take Valentine's
Day as an opportunity to express youciove
for anyone or anything, including your best
friends, your family or even yourself.
With that in mind, belo^ are a few
suggestions on ways to survive and maybe
even enjoy Valentine's Day, no matter the
status of your love life.

Shopping is another excellent way to
celebrate your fabulous friends. Get a group
together and before you head out, create a
"Secret Santa" type game where each person
has to secretly buy a gift for another. Set
a spending limit: $5 seems to work for the
average college student on a budget. Share
your gifts later that evening, perhaps over a
Carvel cake with a humorous message written on it?
Tap into your inner six-year-old and
head over to an A.C. Moore or even CVS.
Purchase some construction paper, crayons,
markers, glitter (and all that stuff that used to
delight you as a child) and make homemade
valentines. Either create them exclusively for
your friends or make them with your friends.
If you're feeling brave, try finger painting
with friends and share your masterpieces
with each other.

For those over 21, head out to a bar
during happy hour (or any time during the
day) and bond with friends over martinis,
beers, margaritas or even soda. Take turns
buying rounds to make it seem like you are
each getting "free" drinks. Make a game out
of people watching, and feel free to mock
any over-the-top PDA-obsessed couples,
because honestly, no one needs to express
that much affection in public.
Have your own cocktail party where
everyone either dresses in their finest cocktail attire or for a more humorous vibe, in
costume. Under 21? Have a "Mocktail"
party where you and your friends enjoy
non-alcoholic beverages.
Channel your middle school days and
have an old-fashioned pajama party. Have a
movie or TV marathon ("Sex and The City"
is a good choice) and make some popcorn.
When your friends aren't looking, start a
pillow fight!

Treat yourself to some serious downtime. Choose a random day, not necessarily
Valentine's Day, and write in your planner
"do nothing." Make sure you stick to it and
don't pencil in any other obligations. When
that day finally arrives, sleep in and spend
the day doing what relaxes you most, even
if that means spending upwards of $10 on
trashy tabloids. Most important, do not feel
guilty for allowing yourself to stay in your
pajamas all day.
Buy a gift for the most special person
in your life: you. Shop as if you are dating
yourself, and you have to buy a serious
Valentine's Day gift. Get the item gift
wrapped, and then open it on Valentine's
Day. No one knows how to choose the
perfect gift like you.
Pamper yourself with a manicure,
pedicure, massage or all three. It will make .
you both feel and look better. May I suggest
ruby red for your toes? It's festive!

Love your partner
There is always a lot of pressure to
go out to a fancy restaurant on Valentine's
Day. Avoid the crowd and stress by cooking your partner his or her favorite dinner.
It's a personalized meal that can truly be
savored, and the best part is that if you are
really low on cash, it can serve as a gift.

Love your friends
Nothing guarantees a bonding experience like a guilt-free food fest. Hop the Stag
Shuttle to Carvel and get a large birthday
cake. Ask the person behind the.counter to
write a message that is guaranteed to make
your friends laugh ("Boys Suck" is always
a popular one among the ladies). Serve the
cake after dinner and pig out!

Love yourself

Jeff Billingham/The Mirror

Pint party!: Double date with your best
friend and those studs, Ben and Jerry.
Save your money and instead of investing
in Abercrombie or American Eagle, gather
your friends together and make your own
"statement" T-shirts, either for Valentine's
Day or for the upcoming St. Patrick's Day.
The gaudier, the better: don't be afraid to use
those ridiculous rhinestones.

Love your family
It's time to show the love to mom,
grandpa or even Aunt Edna. Call or send a
card to a relative whom you don't speak to
regularly. Hearing from you will make Uncle
Joe smile and maybe even make his day.
Make homemade valentines and send
them to your family. Even if your artistic
abilities are barely superior to your fiveyear-old cousin's, nothing will delight your
grandmother more than the effort evidenced
in your unique creation.
If you are home for the day, try cooking your family dinner. Not exactly Emeril?
Make time to go out to dinner with your parents. Sometimes just taking time out of your
busy schedule and spending it with them is
meaningful enough.

Another way to beat the crowd is to
have an indoor picnic. Order your favorite
takeout: Chinese, pizza or even sushi, and
set it up in the living room or your dorm
room on a picnic blanket. Make sure you
order an appetizer so the picnic feels like
a fancy feast, even if the main course is
a delightfully greasy slice of pepperoni
pie.
Spend the day outdoors: head down to
the beach and go for a walk, go to a park
and take a hike or stroll around downtown.
Fresh air during the winter is refreshing, and
there are always various ways to warm up
afterwards (Get your mind out of the gutter:
I am thinking of hot chocolate!).
Act like little kids again and take a trip
to the Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk or
the Mystic Aquarium. It is easy to forget
how entertaining it is to marvel at wildlife,
and the IMAX theatre is an interesting alternative to the stale "dinner and a movie"
routine.
Instead of the same boring old restaurant, try going out to dinner at a place you
have never tried. Be adventurous: travel to
a town both of you have never visited or try
a variety of ethnic food. Thai restaurants
are good for starters since the menus usually contain vegetarian, seafood and meat
options, spicy or mild.
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Bring it on, Reagan:
BY BEN DOODY

It's a Monday afternoon and politics professor John
Orman is doing some investigating. Five months after
ending his second campaign for public office, he's now digging up dirt on Ned Lamont. The millionaire businessman
from Greenwich has assumed Orman's place as the liberal
Democrat attempting to un-seat Senator Joseph Lieberman
in this summer's primary.
His goal is to find a list of campaign donations given by
Lamont, because rumor has it Lamont snubbed the Fairfield
politics professor in favor of Lieberman last spring, donating $500 to the centrist Senator instead of the maverick
professor.
After surfing the net for about a minute, he comes across
the list and is happy to see that, though Lamont did donate
to Lieberman, it was in February, before Orman entered the
race. One might expect then, that with no personal grudge
against Lamont, Orman would gleefully jump on the Lamont
bandwagon and do anything he could to accomplish the
goal he set out for nearly a year ago: to get Lieberman out
of the Senate.
But that would be way too by-the-books for Orman,
who has, among other endeavors, performed standup comedy at the Acoustic Cafe in Bridgeport and faced off against
a guy named "Guts" in a hip-hop contest.
For now, Orman sees the race that he was forced to
drop out of in September, when he could no longer afford
the gas necessary to travel the state, as a face-off between
two millionaires who, despite liberal track records, could
care less about everyday people like him.
Orman, who ran quite unsuccessfully for Congress in
1984 (he managed just 30 percent of the vote against incumbent Rep. Stuart McKinney), is far from your.ordinary
politician. In fact, he isn't a politician at all. But his status
as a two-time Congressional candidate has given him all the
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After two unsuccessful and very short campaigns for
congress, John Orman recounts his adventures

material he needs to be the funniest professor on campus.
"I think he really lightens the mood for class," says
Steve Teti '07, a student in Orman's American Politics class.
"The presentation of that kind of material can be a little
divisive, so by making jokes it works to break the ice."
What is Teti's favorite Orman story?
"The one about Ronald Reagan coming to Fairfield to
campaign against him."
Good choice.
That would be the one in which Reagan, himself up for
re-election against former Vice President Walter Mondale,
was honored by thousands of local Republicans at a rally
in front of the town hall. The rally, as Orman explains,
was open to the public. So he did what any politically
involved citizen would do: he showed up and handed out
"Orman for Congress" literature. This action was much to
the dismay of the partisans in attendance, some of whom
were campaign operatives of former Connecticut Gov. John
Rowland, who is currently in prison for accepting bribes
from contractors.
"Some of the Republican activists were tough guys,"
Orman says. "Some of the people who worked for Rowland
really got upset, and they started tearing my literature up
and hitting me with signs and stuff."
There are, without exaggerating, enough tales from the
campaign trail to fill a book, and one day, given Orman's
status as an author and political commentator, he may want
to file them away in his memoirs. But none, including the
Reagan story, tops the one about the infamous fundraiser
he held during his first campaign. This story proves exactly
why he is so beloved by students and exactly why he has
never won an election.
"Dr. [Kevin] Cassidy and his wife threw a fundraiser
for me at their house," Orman explains. "We were calling
for campaign spending limits, getting big money out of
politics, and we came up with an idea to have a fundraiser,

Let your love show
stemmed roses and the tab
at the upscale restaurant;
CHATTIN' WITH CHAPIN
I question the validity of
the word "love" in the
ANDREW CHAPIN
Valentine's Day equation.
Chocolate in the
heart-shaped box and the
Why can't Valentine's Day be stuffed teddy bear that reads "I
as easy as it was in third grade? love you" preach to the absurdity
Sex was not a factor, consider- of the holiday. Not only do the "be
ing the only person who had hit mine" sugar candies wrench your
already fragile, Barone-beaten
puberty was the teacher.
A 30-pack of festive holiday stomach, but the words have becards from CVS was only three come essentially meaningless.
When has it been a crime to
or four bucks and they might
have even thrown in the candy express your love to your mate?
for nothing, if it was a mom and We shouldn't need a specific day
pop's store. Everyone was every- to tell somebody how we feel or
one else's valentine, and if you even an excuse to lavish them with
were that much of a recluse and expensive gifts. The whole spirit
completely excluded, you could of Valentine's Day seems to have
take solace in the impartial cards consumed us in material possesdisseminated by your teacher.
sions and misunderstood words.
Regardless, Valentine's Day
Oscar Wilde once said, "The
currently seems so different than reason we all like to think so well
it did before relationships and inti- of others is that we are all afraid
macy were ever considered.
for ourselves."
Oftentimes, we find that a
I think the fascination and
college relationship is just im- abuse of the word "love" stems
practical. As much as we long from a lack of confidence. If I'm
for the companionship a steady not her boyfriend, then who am I?
Living in a world of figurative
commitment brings, long distance
generally translates into silly quar- "maybes" is not an option. The
rels and messy break-ups.
past is never to return. We can
So, in our loveless world, only make our way in the present,
devoid of trust and defined by the so we might as well love heartily and make sure the feeling is
hook up, there is Valentine's Day.
Nevermind the dozen long- reciprocated.

invite all the media and show them what was wrong with
big money politics.
"So it was a dollar to get in and Native Americans got
in for free, women got in for 52 cents because they made
52 cents for every dollar men made and African-Americans
got in for a quarter. We thought we'd made our point, and
in the next day in the papers, the newspaper headline said
"Orman raises 27 dollars at a fundraiser."
Twenty-two years, two failed campaigns and a hiphop contest later, the professor still has the same smile and
shoot-from-the-hip style that led him to the Democratic
nomination in '84. Now though, regardless of what happens
in Connecticut's battle of the millionaires for senate, he's
more than happy to sit back, relax and try out his comedy
routine on unsuspecting politics students.
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The end of the road: After his second failed campaign,
Orman refocuses his efforts on research.

Pumping hope into Afghanistan
BY LESLEY ALMEIDA

In a time when every day
there is more and more daily news
about conflict in the Middle East,
two Fairfield students send back a
story of hope from Afghanistan.
During Fall 2004 and Spring
2005, Aamina Awan '07 and Mikaela Conley '06 worked through
Fairfield's Students for Social
Justice club to create the Afghan
Children's Fund.
They raised over $3,000, in
addition to clothing and other necessities, according to a university
press release. They used the funds
to "build a badly needed water
pump in the village of Aloudine
in Afghanistan, which is home to
about 200 families.
The pump was dedicated
this past summer with a message
of peace and joy for a brighter
future.
Running water is something
we take for granted in our country. But in Aloudine, before the
pump was installed, families in
the village had to spend hours
every week bringing water to
their homes.
The women became acquainted with the situation in Afghanistan through Conley's father, Lt.
Col. Christopher Conley, who
works with the Afghan National

Army Central Corp., and has a "It was incredible to see how we
lead role in rebuilding efforts in actually made a difference."
Afghanistan.
Lt. Conley believes that even
Col. Conley was stationed in ' the smallest effort can help make a
Afghanistan for a year, and dur- huge difference, and the Afghaniing this time he sent his daughter stan Children's Fund has already
e-mails describing what he was had a great impact on the local
seeing and how it was affecting community.
Afghani children, Awan said.
"The devastation that has be"The elders told me there fallen Afghanistan by wars, drugs
is a serious shortage of drinking and violence is overwhelming,
water," said Col. Conley in a press but it is the little things that have
release.
allowed this country to turn the
Awan and Conley, both in- corner to find peace," he said in a
ternational studies majors, were press release.
put in contact with one another
"It will be things like a little
through their advisor, Katherine girl going to school, trust in the
Kidd, a former professor of in- local police officer or a new well
ternational studies, after Conley in a small village," he said. "The
mentioned an interest in getting Afghanistan Children's Fund was
involved. The Social Justice one such thing."
club was just starting the Afghan
Awan is now involved in
Children's fund, and it was the fundraising for relief efforts in
perfect opportunity for Awan and Pakistan, which is her native
Conley to make a difference.
country, according to Melissa
In just one semester of fund- Quan, assistant chaplain of Camraising through the Social Justice pus Ministry, who works closely
club, they raised enough money with Students for Social Justice.
to have a water pump installed,
"These types of projects are
in addition to 30 boxes of clothing the type that Students for Social
they collected for the local high Justice hopes to pursue," said
school children.
Quan.
"We never visited the village,
The Students for Social Jusbut Mikaela's father sent us pic- tice club aims to raise awareness
tures of the children wearing the and concern about social justice
Fairfield University sweatshirts issues. They meet periodically
that we shipped, out," said Awan. . throughout the semester.
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More than just jet-lag:
For students who return from abroad, adjustment to life at Fairfield is challenging
BY MEGHAN TOUMEY

I am going from townhouse to townhouse," said Fields.
"I miss having the opportunity to meet new people every weekend, especially new
From apartments with frescoed ceilings to townhouses decorated with posters of people with British accents," said O'Neill.
John Belushi. From breath-taking cathedrals to the Egan Chapel. From thrilling foreign
There is a second factor that has an effect on a student's adjustment back to campus,
nightclubs to Bravo. Many students who studied abroad last semester have been finding according to Fitzgerald.
it hard return to life at Fairfield.
"Not too many people want to share their experience with them," she said.
Diane Fields '07 studied in Florence, Italy.
Fields said that she has felt this way since she has been back.
"It's hard to come back and be right in
"I feel like I want to talk about my
the middle of junior year and adjust to life
experience more than people want to hear
at Fairfield," she said.
about," she said. "It's like word vomit. I
• "It can be culture shock in reverse,"
can tell people are getting annoyed with
said Susan Fitzgerald, director of Study
me, but I just can't stop."
Abroad.
Cavanaugh feels that students who do
According to Fitzgerald, most students
not go abroad already have an idea of the
study in major cities of the world and "are
experience.
used to the whole city life being available."
"They don't want to hear a half-hour
She believes one of the major factors in this
story," he said.
reverse culture shock is that students are
"Something major has happened
coming back to a very suburban campus.
to students [during their time abroad],"
"Coming back to the townhouses
Fitzgerald said. "Studying abroad broadens
seems very anti-climactic after having them
your whole horizon."
be built up for so long and just spending a
According to Fitzgerald, it is hard for
semester in Italy," Fields said.
students to understand the change that has
Catherine Peirano '07, who studied in
gone on inside them, and they need help
Florence, felt the same way.
with that reflection.
"I love living in the townhouses but
Art history professor Philip Eliasoph
it's definitely different from living in an
is the founder and academic director of
apartment in the middle of a city," she said.
Fairfield's Florence, Italy, program. He
"[In Florence] if you were bored, you could
also agrees there is a change that a student
just walk outside."
goes through after being abroad for nearly
Katherine O'Neill '06 spent last spring
four months.
Maura Heenan/The Mirror
"During that time, each student was
in London and said the transition from
city life back to suburban Fairfield is chal- PartV on?: For students who have experienced the night life of some of Europe's most lively forced to confront their own abilities in new
cities, Fairfield's nightlife, which typically includes beiruit in the basements of townhouses,
„,
•,
lenging.
just doesn't seem to compare.
"The unexpected demands of translat"I loved living in the center of one of the
ing foreign documents, exchanging currenlargest, most exciting cities in the world,"
she said. "It was so easy to meet new people, and I was surrounded by some of the most cies, coping with local customs and idiosyncratic varieties of living in a distant land is a
surefire training ground for 'Life Lessons 101.'"
amazing architecture in the world."
Fields felt the same way.
Brian Cavanaugh '07 studied in Beijing, China, and was placed in Claver with other
"I like to think I get life credit for being abroad," she said.
students who studied abroad last fall.
As a result of the experience in a foreign country, Eliasoph has noticed that "our
"We are separated from our class, so it's different from freshman and sophomore
students become intrepid seekers of new knowledge and new experiences."
year," he said.
Fitzgerald has one major hope for students who have studied abroad.
Students also find that their weekends are very different.
"[I hope] that students integrate this experience into what they are doing now, here
"I definitely can't pick up and travel on the weekends like I used to," Peirano said.
"When I was in Italy, I spent the weekends going from country to country, and now at Fairfield," she said.

From students to residents: a few injunctions of our own
THE LYNCH PIN
TARA LYNCH

Just less than two weeks ago, the temporary court injunction that prohibits more
than 250 students from gathering at Lantern
Point was made permanent.
While the permanence of this injunction
changes little in regard to large gatherings at
The Point, which haven't been allowed since
2001, it does give Fairfield Police unfettered
access to the area.
Pardon my French, but ce qui la
baiseV.
Oh, and by the way: if less than 50 percent of Lantern Point residents are students,
then the portion of the injunction prohibiting
large gatherings isn't applicable.
What does that mean in English? Basically, you can't have 251 of your closest
friends over for some drinks during the
school year, but your 55-year-old neighbor
can throw epic Diddy-style soirees with 500

suits during the summer.
In Spanish now! Que la cogidall
OK, swearing about this bullsh*t injunction in the romance languages isn't going to
change anything. But I know something that
might - an injunction against snotty Fairfield
Beach residents.
I like to call it the "You ain't my daddy
ol' man don't tell me what to do" injunction.
A few proposals:
No Fairfield Beach resident shall
engage in lawn mowing or any other
obnoxiously loud yard work or home
improvement activities before noon on
Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays.
I know that after dealing with your failing marriages, high-powered jobs and snotty
kids all week that hopping on your ride-on
and grooming your gorgeous lawn is one of
your few means of escape.
Good for you. But for the love of God,
save it for the afternoon. You know how
much you want to shank the Fairfield student that pissed on your precious lawn? We
feel the same way every day that we wake

up to the sound of your weed whacker and
the smell of manure. Can you blame us for
peeing on your lawn? We're trying to kill
your grass.
By the way, make that no yard activity before 3 p.m. if you Jiave a landscaper.
Don't worry, they won't mind. They hate
you already.
All Fairfield Beach residents must
exercise control over their children.
Hey, constantly monitoring the activities of Fairfield University students, frequently being on the horn with the cops and
spending your days in Bridgeport Superior
Court trying to ruin our lives must take up a
lot of your time. So much time, in fact, that
you seem to have forgotten that you have
children of your own to watch.
Driving down Fairfield Beach Road,
Reef Road or Rowland Road any day after 4
p.m. is like navigating some twisted obstacle
course of children, bicycles and balls.
I know that you're inside on the phone
with your lawyer, and probably secretly hate
your kids - but I don't. Get them out of the

street. Please watch your children, or at least
have your nanny step outside.
(By the way, if your kids call the nanny
"Mom," they're probably going to jail when
they're older.)
No Fairfield Beach resident shall spy
on their college neighbors.
Is it just me, or do the older Fairfield
Beach residents always seem to be watching
us? Like hawks.
Guys, I know you're looking through
the windows at our parties, waiting for us
to stop playing Beirut and set up a methamphetamine lab so you can kick us out for
good, but don't hold you breath. In fact, just
stop. It's creepy.
AH Fairfield Beach residents who attended college and had a good time must
have had their minds erased.
You ruined our last year of college, so
we get to ruin yours. Thanks, guys.
No hard feelings, residents of Fairfield
Beach. You'll be hearing from my lawyer.

Class of "09
Come Live With Us!
♦ Living within a great community
♦ Meeting great friends, faculty, and adults
♦ Taking advantage of many trips, dinners, and social events
♦ Participating in fantastic courses
♦ Spending time talking about life issues
♦ Finding out about your life and how you want to live it

The opportunity is yours

tian
esidential
ollege

Questions? Ext. 3325.
Applications available at:
http://www.faculty.fairfield.edu/jmayzik/irc/index.htm
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Megan Pizzo

Brian Larkin

A letter of Valentine's Day Advice
I've never really written a letter to a
woman before, let alone a couple
thousand, so here goes nothing...
Dear Ladies,
Valentine's Day is rapidly approaching and I understand that this day is somewhat important for you.
First, let me briefly point out how
absurd this holiday is. You believe that
there is this midget angel boy named Cupid that flutters around and shoots
love arrows at two people. Upon
contact with his arrows, the
punctured couple will fall in love
forever and live happily ever
after and all that garbage.
I'm not saying this
thinking is wrong. However, as always, you women
have got it a little twisted.
My version of Cupid
doesn't carry around a bow
and arrow. He carries around a lime and
a saltshaker and his name is Tequila.
And he is way more powerful than your
match-maker.
Anyway, I used to think that ladies
were caught up in the materialistic aspect
of the holiday. I thought you believed
Valentine's Day was when guys were
contractually obligated to shower you
with gifts or else we got thrown in the
dog house.
I thought cheesy Hallmark cards,

roses, heart-shaped chocolates, those stupid "Be Mine" candies that no one likes,
and all that other crap were necessary
and exchanged under the lame pretense
of love.
It's taken 21 years, but now I know
that you are much smarter than this.
A guy likes Valentine's Day for one
reason and one reason only. He might get
laid. He probably won't, but he might.
And that's very exciting for us.
On the other hand, you ladies enjoy
Valentine's Day, because you get the
opportunity to spend an evening with
someone you care about.
You may not. expect an expensive and romantic candlelit
dinner for two (thank God),
but at the very least you expect
your guy friend to spend some
time with you, for the sole reason
that he cares about you.
So ladies, if you have a special someone enjoy the time he spends with you,
because it probably won't last long. If you
don't have anyone to spend the evening
with, don't worry.
After all, if Cupid doesn't strike you
with an arrow on Tuesday, you can always
count on Tequila to help you find that
special someone.
Happy Valentine's Day,
He-Said

Dear Gentlemen,
As thoroughly validated
in previous articles, males are
utterly clueless when it comes to understanding females. With that in mind, and
Valentine's Day rapidly approaching, it
appears that men at this University need
a refresher course to ensure that this
Feb. 14 has a better outcome than the
Valentine's Day massacre.
If you're taken, or getting laid and
need to make her think she's taken,
remember that Valentine's Day
is about romance and centered around yOur woman,
not you. That said, the first
step to a successful day is
waking up and remembering
that it is actually Valentine's
Day- yes, it's that simple.
The day will only get
better if you purchase a card
for her in advance. You will not get
very far if you wait until 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday evening and end up with a
$0.90 Spanish rendition of "mi linico y
verdadero amor"—unless she's of Spanish descent.
Concerning the actual gift, it is
mandatory to give her something, but not
necessary to put a hole in your pocket.
One word: creativity.
A thoughtful gift (other than the
standard rose and teddy bear combina-

You know you live at Fairfield beach when...

tion) really makes her think you're special. For those less daring, you can never
go wrong with chocolate. But, as with all
things of female origin there are rules, so
when it comes to chocolate: Godiva or
hand-made creations are the best.
When it comes to what you shouldn't
buy women, especially on Valentine's
Day, lingerie ranks up there at the
top. As much as this holiday
is centered around love, men
tend to have bad taste, no perception and don't realize that
underwear sizes have nothing
to do with our shoe size.
Similarly, keep in mind
that Valentine's Day should not
be focused around your wildest
fantasies. Therefore, if your lady
cries through Bambi, or insists you
repeatedly watch Titanic, save the
handcuffs for Halloween and the
"Rabbit" for Easter and you should be
in the clear.
Finally, for the men who crush over
that beautiful upperclassman - it's time
to take a chance. If you've spotted me-1
mean her- she's spotted you. No woman
would ever turn down a gift from a secrete admirer, or a note on her car letting
her know how special she is. The worst
thing any girl can ever say to you is no...
hope this helped.

by Dan Otfinoski

... injunctions take police access to a whole new level.
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
by

Mike Foristel
Yes, but I don't miss the cold!

Have you missed the lack of

-Molly Olsen '09

snow this year?

No, it makes it easier to
maintain mf'sweet mui

Nope, but I'm scared of
global Warming.

—Andrew Frankel 06

—Kevin Donohue '07

Not at all!
-JeffHiggs '08

?»
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Straight up NO!

Beingfrom Massach
I definately miss the

—Sarah Nelson '07

—Colleen Kennedy '09
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LOGIC PUZZLE

by Joshua O'Connell
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Place the numbers 1 through 9 in the grid so they appear once in
each row, column, and nine-box square.

Use the six letters to form words. Each letter is used only as many times it appears.
Only common words are used; Plurals and proper nouns are not accepted.
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Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Looking for the answers? Head online to check
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What do

H
you have
E
to say?
E
R Go online to

...to artie eating peanut butter out of his crack...to fuchs..let me se<I ...to old wrinkly junior girls, stop scaring off froshmen...to c.p..
your boobs...to the artist formally known as leuffer, he is replace! you smell...to driving a yellow d90,not getting it wet, and STILL
by scott D...to 42 welcome to america-now go back abroad, lovi thinking i am god...to Mike Davis chasing around prep school
society...to Captain-and-Coke thowbacks to frosh year...to 42 beinj boys...STOP THAT..to not having a manservant like MO does...
quarantined for the semester...to andy still in love with kaity aft( to smelly cheese...to a certain townhouse for playing 7/11 doubles
2 years-isnt that cute...to dicky p being a real snake in the grass., is fun every tuesday, thursday, friday and Saturday...wait no its
to RAQ, my new favorite band for many reasons...to Kaity Duranl not get a new hobby...to MCK being wack-arnold...TO PUBLIC
being 21...to the artie and marty show..keep conquering the fresl SAFETY FOR NOT CALLING CNS WHEN THE INTERNET
grls..to the disco man...to furman for always needing a wingmai WENT DOWN!...to tesauro passing out...to tess the dog. go back
and still not getting ANY...to email taking 36 shots on his 21 bday. to the pound...to JILLTHE JESTER!!!...to crazy j.m.-enough said...
to liz taking 12 inches to dick being a snake in the grape...to fui to all the hot freshman girls taking our guys to the price of gas...
man-the tall ones manservant...to my snake in the grass pod mate, to furman. were all losing faith in you. get yourself together.....to
to the awesomes not being awesome...to Migayla having a nippliI charlie, stop taking our food, next time were pressing charges
ring...to leuffer...the party is better with the 13, not 12...to any gii to Hogan being crazy, stay off my lawn now...not being able to
on campus, i really am a nice guy, please give me a chance, or sleep...to Furman and Dick At first we thought it was a joke...
one night stand...to the mail van thieves, you couldn't have beei now its sad end the streak...to tire alarms that go off at the bar
thinking...to only 15 weeks until we graduate...To Erin Strong.. ...to cohen...no more bong rips of incents...to michaela...its like
Happy Birthday Girl!...to "shear-man" bashing...to anne hines ft a hotdog down a hallway...to me sucking at life...to the bird that
being amazing....to the play Beirut - AMAZING!...to there beinj Hew threw the window at 125...to 155 you are so last semester...to
absolutley nothing wrong with us...to a packed senior mug night artie-i mean apr-keep living the dream...to being a senior finance
the levee...to the girls crew team for taking up our practice time...t< major and still not having a job for once I graduate...to Colombian
joe weldons mom, for being joe weldons mom...to my new house., friends who dont shower...to slooow service at Jazzmans...to First
the choad...to my new bong...to the self collapsing black chair...to th< Selectman Kenneth Flatto...to roast beef on a corn muffin - it's
best boyfriend ive ever had...to the hot girls at TH 64...to lkbgllpcpi just a bad idea all around...to the Beirut review...to throwing out
being/official this summer...to having the QUIET beach house t< weed!...to the waterboy...to doing the same thing every tues, thurs
myself for break!...to The Mirror for hosting this cool giveaway, and weekend, and not venturing anywhere other than the beach or
td Security allowing my birthday guests on campus when the; skybox to the owner of the Skybox (even though she is hot)...
knew they weren't fairfield students...to THE GATOR...to marl to buying books...to 7th Heaven ...to getting written up on New
servidio, you are my god...to New Year's Eve at FU - Auld Lanj Year's Eve...to Hawaii tickets being really realy expensive...
Syme baby L.to Greg's 22nd birthday -1 love you....to toga parties. to losing our remote...to being up super late...to being upti '
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submit your
own cheers
& boos...
... then look
for them
in next
week's print
edition!
Submissions
will be reviewed
by The Mirror
before they are
placed.
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Know When to Hold'Em...
ACROSS
1. upward
6. stomp with feet
10. halt
14. last community card
15. sub, to some
16. Goodyear product
17. part of a hummed refrain, with la
18. This baby's got back
19. Type of precipitation
20. Oracle CEO Larry
22. ogled
24. Everyone throws into the pot
25. OC-type shows
26. Person renting an apartment
29. Achild, slangily
30. Mine discovery
31. He had an Inferno
33. Witch homonym
37. When a person bets recklessly
(with on)
39. Crazy ones
41. Three at the card table
42. With red, a part of the UV
spectrum
44. Ancient type of pole
46. Human appendage
47. Put into
49. Turn off some of the lights
51. failed
54. leaf collector
55. type of enzyme
56. with smooth skills
59. near the ear
60.13-18 years old
62. pass on
64. ancient German alphabetic
character
65. contact follower
66. bets the farm (2 wds.)
67. imitates
68. otherwise
69. screams

by Joshua O'Connell
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A Sudoku Jumbo puzzle is solved just like regular Sudoku, but it's bigger.
Instead of numbers, the letters A through P are used.
Each letter appears once in each row, column and 16-box square.
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DOWN
1. Picasso outcome
2. Italian money, formerly
3. deformed circle
4. the boys
5. taught
6. large struggle
7. keep (with in)
8. spherical object
9. street person
10.4-8 of diamonds
11. princess topping
12. projecting bay window
13. to be undecided
21.take
23. think
25. Drained of all energy
26. Unit of money in Lesotho
27. Poetic name of Ireland
28. Your own identity

61

mt>:-.

58 1
63

29. Was on one's feet
32. Made mention of
34. Iraq, formerly
35. Wrap up
36. Church song
38. three of the best card (2 wds.)
40. Type of car
43. Music enhancers
45. Step aside (2 wds.)
48. Character in a popular comic
50. A transaction done again
51. Fauna counterpart
52. Turned on (2 wds.)
53. Ponder a viewpoint
54. Shampoo action, with repeat
56. parts of a yuan
57. Windows have one
58. Austin's nemesis doc
61. It's electric
63. Follows ems

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Men's lacrosse hangs with Syracuse, beats LeMoyne
Trevor Kelly, "I would say we met our expectations thus far. We are far beyond where we
were coming into last season at this time."
One question coming into the weekend
was the offensive lines, but Spencer felt that
the Syracuse game gave them a good idea of
who will be fit where.
"We missed a lot of opportunities on
offense," he said. "But that comes with inexperience."
Fish out of water: The second game of
the afternoon was against the LeMoyne Dolphins, the 2004 Division II Champions, and
the Stags were able to get their first taste of
success. In the 6-4 victory, the team showed
a lot of depth on defense and was able to
continue and build offensively.
"I was surprised with our defense clicking so well right out of the gate," said Kelly.
"We all seemed to know our job and were able
to execute with little mistakes."
The team continued to get stellar goaltending from Michael Kruger '07. Another
area they continued to dominate was with
face-offs.
"We did a great job on faceoffs," said
Spencer. Charles Keinath '07 continued to
dominate off of his impressive sophomore
season. The Stags went 190-172 on face-offs
last season for a .525 winning percentage,
one of the top in the Great Western Lacrosse
League.
The best offense is a good defense:
The touted "too young" defense of last year's
team has another year of experience and was

BY DAN AKESON

Men's lacrosse took
to upstate New York
last weekend for a double-header scrimmage
against a pair of former national champions:
2004 Division I national
champ Syracuse and
2004 Division II. champ
LeMoyne, at Syracuse's Carrier Dome.
The Stags played both teams for three
quarters each and were able to mix in their
veterans as well as gain some valuable experience for their younger players.
Squeezed by the orange: The Stags first
took to the field against Big East powerhouse
and 2004 Division I National Champions
Syracuse on Sunday. They fell 5-3, but despite
the loss, the team was encouraged with the
effort and overall play.
"We created great opportunities for
ourselves," said Head Coach Ted Spencer.
However, penalties seem to tame the Stags
as they allowed three goals in man advantage
situations. Spencer acknowledged that there
were too many penalties on his side and the
players would either have to become better
at penalty killing or stay out of the penalty
box. The team played well at even strength,
not allowing one transition goal against the
Orange.
"In settled situations I believe they only
scored once or twice," said senior captain

Come here to submit
your cheers and boos
at any time as well as
read the cheers and
boos in the current
issue. These
submissions will be
reviewed before they
are placed in The
Fairfield Mirror.

cheersandboos.com

eers k. Boos
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An uphill battle: The Stags took to Syracuse for scrimmages against Big East Syracuse
and Division II LeMoyne. The Stags defeated LeMoyne 6-4 and lost to the Orange 5-3.

the nicest surprise of the weekend. Led by
Matt Bocklet '08 , Matt Scanlon '08, and
Kelly, the Stags were able to use Spencer's
more advanced systems and incorporate some
youth as well, by using freshmen Matt Petre
and Billy Honovich. Kelly noted a calm and
unified effort from the defense while Spencer
said he was pleased with the defense and the
freshmen that stepped up. "I was more pleased
with the defense than anything," Spencer said.
"The Dome is a tough place to play."
Wrapping it up: "Overall I am optimistic," said Spencer. "But we can and will
continue to improve."
Kelly agreed, "Our first reaction [to the
Syracuse game] was we should have won,
penalties killed us. Our second reaction how-

ever, was great job," he said.
Staying competitive with these elite
programs is going to be key for the Stags
as they enter their first season in the Eastern
Collegiate Athletic Center. Spencer said he
and his team are up for the challenge and this
weekend was a great measuring stick.
"The team walks away with being able
to play with these teams," he said."
The Stags have another scrimmage this
weekend against Manhattan, against whom
they will look to continue to improve defensively and to solidify their offense. Manhattan has been consistently successful in the
MAAC, reaching the semi-finals last season
and the finals in 2004 after winning the conference championship in 2002.
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1/2 Price Desserts!
DOUBL RAINB W
Super Premium Ice Cream reg. $4Si§ $2.49 per pint
Awarded Best in America!
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New York Cheese Cake, Chocolate Mousse, Snickers Bar,
Reese's Bar, Carrot, Tiramisu. reg. $&Q9 $1.99
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With Olympics coming up, The Mirror's special correspondant checks in
Editor's note: The author is a senior at
Fairfield and the sports director at WVOF.
He is working as an intern on NBC's Olympic coverage, and will check in from Turin
for the next two weeks.
BY RORY DUYON
TURIN, Italy — I've only been here a
couple of days and I'm already missing my college kid sleep schedule.
Between jet lag and ridiculous hours, I've
been kept busy and awake. From Friday
afternoon to Tuesday night I have slept
15 hours, flown nine and worked 34, but I
figure this is the Olympic games and I have
the rest of my life - or at least until spring
break - to sleep.
In a couple of days, Torino, or Turin
as we call it, will be hopping with athletes
from all over the world, but NBC, who I've
worked for since the early days of Olympic
preparation last summer, has been running
like a well oiled machine in preparation.
The media village, located at a place
called Riberi is anything but a four star
hotel. It is a series of connected buildings
surrounding a courtyard...or mud-yard in
this case.
It was renovated just for the Olympics,
which makes me frightened to think of what
it looked like before hand, but it works for
what it is: a place to crash when the NBC
crowd isn't working or enjoying the town,
which generally seems to be about 5 out of
every 24 hours.
I am one of roughly 120 NBC interns

working in a variety of departments, and the
only one from Fairfield. Syracuse makes
up about half the crowd with Ithaca, Iona,
and LaSalle making up about a quarter of
our group. The rest are scattered all over
the country. Most of us spend our days
(some of us our nights and wee hours of
the morning) in the International Broadcast
Center. (IBC)
All the different divisions of NBC can
be found here, and I am in the GM Chevy
Moments rooms most of the day. The
cafeteria serves free food all day, and there
have been alleged sightings of notables such
as Bob Costas, Dick Ebersol, Jamie Sale,
the gorgeous Canadian figure skater, and a
few notables I saw myself including commentators Scott Hamilton and Dan Jenson,
who won gold medals for the stars and
stripes in figure skating and speed skating,
respectively.
My biggest surprise came however the
evening I arrived in Torino. When I first
got to my room, I saw that my roommate
had already moved in but wasn't present.
I was getting myself settled in when my
roommate did return from his errand, and it
just so happens, that the wonderful folks at
NBC put me in a room with Boston Bruins
rink-side reporter Rob Simpson from the
New England Sports Network.
Of the three thousand plus students at
Fairfield I would only expect roughly 25
to know who he is, but as a big Bruins fan
and aspiring sportscaster, rooming for three
weeks with somebody who I watch on TV
makesmvecstatic^^^

QUINNIPIAC

U:

RAVE REVIEWS FOR OUR MBA
The Quinnipiac University School of Business MBA program continues to prepare
business professionals for the realities of management in global, technology-driven
work environments in specializations such as;
• MBA WITH CONCENTRATIONS IN ACCOUNTING, CIS, FINANCE, INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS,
MANAGEMENT, MARKETING
• MBA - CHARTERED FINANCIAL ANALYST* TRACK
• MBA IN HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT

OUR TOP 10

GRADUATE MAJORS:
MBA, Physician Assistant,
Interactive Communications,

I realized sometime in early January
that I would be over during the Super Bowl,
which did stress me out for a while. When
my beloved Patriots were bounced from the
playoffs, the thought of potentially missing the big game didn't bother me quite as
much. But I didn't wonder if I would stay up
until 4 a.m. Italian time to watch the game
knowing I would have to be at work at 9:30
a.m. the next day or if I would go to bed.
Well it was neither of the above.
While 95% of NBC was cramming into
the few American sports bars in town, and
drinking their faces off, I was at the IBC
transcribing an interview done earlier that
day by Jimmy Roberts with the infamous
American skier Bode Miller, who among
other accomplishments, has admitted to
SUI - Skiing Under the Influence, and may
be the best skier in the world when he isn't
liquored up.
I was doing that until about halftime.
After taking the 2:30 a.m. bus back to the
media village, I watched the fourth quarter
for a while in German, and a little bit in
Italian with Rob.
So work has been eventful and the
games haven't even started yet, but on Friday the magic and the madness begins with
the opening ceremonies.
So far I've been very impressed by the
way NBC operates like a team. Often I can't
even tell who is the boss of whom. Everybody is excited, and I think I'm beginning
to catch the Olympic fever as well.
. I'm not sure even cowbell can cure
this one.

Mike's
Pizza
at the Levee
11 am - Midnight
Call NOW!
254-4123

Molecular/Cell Biology,

Pizza
Cheese
Anchovies

Journalism, Nursing,

Bacon

Computer Information Systems,

Broccoli
Canadian Bacon

Teaching, Biomedical Sciences,

Accounting

MASTERING THE ART OF TEACHING

Chicken
Fresh Garlic
Meatball
Mushroom

Olives

explains, "Basically we look to hire Quinnipiac students. They have a clear understanding

Onion
Pepperoni

of lesson, planning and classroom management and the balance between them." She also

Salami

characterizes Quinnipiac students as articulate, creative, able to encourage higher-level

Sausage
Spinach
White Pizza

Sheila Wycinowski, Director of Curriculum and Staff Development at Amity High School,

thinking in students, and able to incorporate technology into their teaching.

Special
[YOUR NfeXT MOV! ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Specialties

Calzone
Quinnipiac University offers graduate programs in 17 distinct disciplines. Whether you
are interested in our AACSB nationally accredited business program, the master of arts
in teaching (MAT) program or one of the Northeast's most highly regarded journalism
and interactive communications programs, all have been designed to thoroughly prepare
you for a professional career. For more information, call 1-800-462-1944 or visit
www.quinnipiac.edu.

QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY
Hamden, Connecticut

Turnover

Chicken Turnover
Salads
Antipasto

Chet

Small
$5.75
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$7.75
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
S6.50
$9.00

Large
$8.00

$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.75
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00

U.S.A Olympic
Events
Alpine Skiing
Biathlon
Bobsled
Cross-Country Skiing
Curling
Figure Skating
Freestyle Skiing
Ice Hockey

Luge
Nordic Combined
Short Track
Skeleton
Ski Jumping
Snowboarding
Speed Skating
Opening Ceremony:
Friday, February 10 at 8:00
PM on NBC

HOT GRINDERS
Cheese Omelet
Chicken Cutlet
Chicken Parmesan
Chicken Souvlaki
Eggplant & Cheese
Gyro
Meatball
Pepper & Eggs
Pepperoni & Cheese
Philly Cheese Steak
Sausage & Meatball
Western
COLD GRINDERS
Combo
Godfather
Ham & Cheese
Italian Combo
Roast Beef

$4.00
$6.00
$6.00
$6.0Q
$5.00
S5.00
$6 00
$5.00 w/Peppers $6.00
S4.00

$5.00
$6.00
$6.00
$5.00 w/Peppers $6.00
$5.00

Turkey

$6.00
$6.00
$5.00
$6.00
$6.00
$5.00
$6.00

DINNERS
Manicotti

$7.00

Salami & Cheese

Spaghetti W/Chicken
$8.00
Spaghetti' W/Sausage or Meatballs $7.00
Spaghetti
$5.00
Stuffed Shells
$7.00
ZKi
$5.00
SODA WATER

$1.00

^ivery
VThur

$13.00
Plain Cheese Something In it

$6.00
$6.00
$7.75
Small
$5.50
$5.50

Greek
Toss
Sofia Salad
SidesfOthers
French Fries
Mozzarella Sticks
Buffalo Wings (12)

$2.00
S6.00
$7.00

Garlic Bread

$2.00

$5.50
$3.50

$6.00

Chicken Fingers (w/fries) $7.00

$7.00
$7.00
Large
$6.50
$6.50
$6.50
$4.50
$7.00

oraf
1560 Post Rd
Fairfield, CT 06824-5935
255-2292
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Men's basketball makes itself at home, but falls on road
With freshmen leading the way, Stags
Stags have big games ahead,
finally win a pair with students in stands
starting Saturday
CONTINUED FROM P.
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to carry the team every night and so you try
to get other people involved."
Han agreed. "Everybody has to step
up," he said. "Terrence is a smart player
who knows that if he is getting doubled then
he will try and find the extra guy. We were
able to help him out and need to continue
to do it."
While Todd led the team in scoring in
both games, three different Stags also scored
in double figures during the games. One of
those players was Han, who scored 11 points
against Niagara. Seven of those 11 were in
tight spots as the guard continued to show
maturity beyond his age.
With the victories this weekend, the
Stags improved to 8-13 overall, and more
importantly, 6-7 in the MAAC.
The goal now for the Stags must be
getting to the fourth seed in anticipation
of the
MAAC tournament, which begins

March 3 in Albany.
Each of the first four seeds has at least
a first round bye in the tournament, the winner of which wins an automatic birth to the
NCAA tournament.
"In the MAAC
every team can.beat any team any night,"
Han said. "Everything is really tight in the
standings. Winning all these home games
is really important."
' "It does not get any easier,-" O'Toole
said. "Every game from here on out is going
to be like this weekend's games." .
Now, with the league anyone's to win,
the Stags' fate will be detirmed by their final
four conference games.
The Stags take the court on Saturday
for the first of those games with some good
news and some bad news. The good news?
The game is at the Arena; a place the Stags
may finally feel comfortable. The bad news?
Their opponent is Iona, which came into
Wednesday's action tied for first place in
the league.

Shake 'n bake: Michael Van Schaick '07 fires a pass during the Stags' win over Rider on
Friday night at the Arena. Van Schaick led the charge with five points in overtime.

Everyone's playing for Alex
CONTINUED FROM P.
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when the team - and the pep band - played
before a packed student section.
Before Friday's game against Rider,
which the Stags won in overtime, 77-69
O'Toole held a meeting with his players to
make sure everyone knew where to go if
they wanted help dealing with the devastating blow that the University community
had been dealt the previous night.
The thing is though, if history has a
way of repeating itself, this team might
have the best chance of anyone to help the
University deal with the loss. See, that's
why in a way, meaningless basketball
games like the one the Stags played on
Sunday aren't actually meaningless at all.
Because basketball, like all other
sports, is there for people when they need
it the most. Remember the 2001 World
Series, when in the shadow of 9/11, the
Yankees and Diamondbacks made everyone forget about Osama bin Laden for nine
-and sometimes ten or eleven - innings at
a time? That's what this team can do. They
can provide a time and a place to strike up
the band, rally the troops, and forget about

how tough life can be for 40 minutes at
a time.
Matt Costabile '08 said Alex deserves
every tribute the band and the team will
pay to him for the rest of the year. The
band is considering a number of ways to
honor their friend, who Meehan described
as "the friendliest kid" at Fairfield and a
kid whose door was always open for passers-by to stop in and say "hi."
Costabile, still noticeably shaken
from one of the toughest losses a team or
a school can ever endure, said the best pep
band in the MAAC brought their A-game
Sunday in Alex's honor, and they'll do the
same for every game from this point on.
"I can't speak on behalf of the team,
but in terms of the band...we definitely
stepped up our game," he said.
From everything Allen and fellow
freshman guard Jonathan Han said in their
post-game press conference, the team is
stepping up theirs too, even if its in honor
of a guy they didn't personally know.
And at the end of the weekend, in
games dedicated by the entire university to
Alex's memory, the Stags were 2-0.

BY BEN DOODY

Until last weekend, the phrase "there's
no place like home,"
had a strikingly negative connotation for the
Fairfield men's basket-ball team.
They didn't win at home until they
beat Siena on Jan. 5, and coming into last
Friday's game against Rider, they were 1-6
at the Arena at Harbor Yard and hadn't won
a game with the students in the stands.
But that all changed last weekend when
they beat Rider and Niagara before heading off to Albany, N.Y to take on Siena
Tuesday night.
When they got to Albany, the Stags
encountered some troubles. The Saints held
them to their second lowest points total of
the year in a 58-47 loss.
It was however, nice for the team to be
able to finally feel at home at the Arena.
" Its great playing games like this, its
what you live for," freshman guard Jonathan Han said after Sunday's game. "It felt
good to win these home games and keep it
rolling."
So how did everything fall into place?
Han said the Stags laid out a concrete list of
things they needed to improve upon in order
to turn things around, most of which centered around playing improved defense.
"We made goals that we needed to
lower their field goal percentage, make
stops, and get steals," he said. "We all know
what we need to do to win games."
The game plan Han described may not
have worked flawlessly - the Purple Eagles
managed to shoot 40 percent from the field
- but the Stags did make key stops when
they needed to, and they held Niagara to a
25 percent three-point percentage.
The Stags, on the other hand, had one
of their best shooting performances of the
year. They shot 51 percent from the field
and a blistering 75 perceflt from behind the
three-point arc.
Growing up on the job
The sight at Sunday's post-game press
conference was one that has become familiar
over the last several weeks. Usually, the two
players who had the best performances are
made available to the media, and on Sunday,
those players were both freshmen: Han and
fellow guard Herbie Allen.
The two have both had up-and-down
years, and Allen, who recently replaced
Han in the starting lineup, had been enjoying the bigger up-swing of the two coming
into Tuesday night's game. But the fact that
both have become key components to the
team's success was not lost on Head Coach
Tim O'Toole.
"Unfortunately for Jon and Herbie, its
not right, [but] I'm asking them to be older
than their years," he said. "But they're also
baptized by fire...every game we play in
the league the rest of the way is going to be
similar to the one we played tonight. These

two guys made plays tonight and they may
be called on to do it again."
The two combined for 20 points, seven
rebounds, and five assists Sunday, and Han
are both among the team leaders in several
offensive categories.
A loss felt by everyone
The Stags honored the life of Alex
Carrion '08, who passed away in his sleep
last Thursday night, on two occasions during
the weekend. Those in attendance observed
a moment of silence in his honor before
Friday's game against Rider, which was
televised nationally on ESPN U. During
half time of Sunday's game, the Arena's
public address system played "Wish you
were here" by Incubus, along with a video
tribute to Carrion.
Carrion may not have been a three-point
shooter or a shot-blocker, but as a guitarist
in the pep band, he played a major role in
energizing both the fans and the players.
"Every game we'll play for Alex," Allen said. "Before I walk on the court I hear
the band, when I walk off the court I hear
the band."
O'Toole said the team held a meeting
before Friday's game to talk about the loss,
which he described as a loss for the team
and for the entire community. He also said
the team would like to wear a black band
on their sleeves in Carrion's honor for the
rest of the season.
"We brought all the guys together and
made sure they were alright," he said. "And
we wanted to check with the school to see
if there was anything we could do. "We're
going check with [Athletic Director] Gene
[Doris] or [Vice President of Student Services] Mark Reed or [University President]
Fr. [Jeffrey] von Arx to see if we can
wear a band or something for the rest of
the year."

Lorraine Lampe/The Mirror

Lookin to pass: Herbie Allen '09 is coming into his own for the Stags.
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Women struggle after Nolan's 500th
BY LORRAINE MILLINGTON

Slow starts, turnovers, and even the stomach flu
slowed the Fairfield women's basketball team over the
weekend.
The Stags went 0-2, losing to Marist Sunday afternoon, 59-48, at the Arena at Harbor Yard and falling at
Iona 79-60 Friday night. With the two losses, Fairfield
dropped to 9-12 overall and 6-6 in the MAAC. The Stags
now find themselves in sixth place in conference play with
four weeks until the season-ending tournament.
"Every game is critical right now, because you are
playing for your seed in the MAAC Tournament," said
head coach Dianne Nolan, who failed to get win number
501. "We still have to play Manhattan who we haven't
even seen yet this season, so every game is critical from
here."
The Stags failed to get off to a good start, trailing at
halftime in both games. The trend was especially evident
against Marist Sunday.
The Red Foxes came out with suffocating defense
against the Stags and were successful even without their
preseason player of the year candidate Fifi Camara, who
was sent to the bench early with two personal fouls. The
Stags tried to keep the gap close with Marist throughout the
first half, trailing by as many as six, 19-13 at the 5:49 mark,
before cutting the deficit to three by halftime, 27-24.

"This is symbolic of what's happened with our team, we can close
the gap but we are having difficulty
getting past that," Nolan said. "We
aren't mature enough yet to settle
down and get past this point."
The Stags certainly didn't settle
down when they had the basketball.
Fairfield committed 48 total turnovers during the two games.
There were some bright spots
during the two games, including
Baendu Lowenthal's '09 25 total
points and 11 rebounds.
"I just try and look at the game
of the people I play against and try
and learn from that," Lowenthal
said. "I'm still a freshman, so I
have three years to go. The team is
getting comfortable with each other,
and since we are a young team we
are growing with each other."
Sabra Wrice's '08, the team's
leading scorer, also played well,
Mirror file photo
with 29 total points. The Stags'sec- Driving forward: Lauren Groom '09 and the Stags will look to move up in the
ond and third leading scorers, Cara MAAC standings after losing their last two to Iona and Marist.
Murphy '06 and Candice Lindsay
'07 were sidelined for the most part with the stomach flu
Sunday against Marist. Murphy and Clare Faurote '06
played limited minutes because of the flu while Lindsay
wasn't with the team because of the ailment.
Fairfield's next game is Thursday night against
Manhattan College at Harbor Yard, it will be televised
on ESPN U. The Jaspers are the seventh seed, right
behind Fairfield in the conference standings. The Stags
have four of their last six games against the top 5 teams
in the conference with three of them being at the Arena
at Harbor Yard. Between the men and women's game of
the double header, Nolan will be honored for her 500th
career victory.

This week at
fairfieldmirror.
com:

Mirror file photo

Scoring Punch: Sabra Wrice '09 will need to continue
her scoring prowess for the Stags to move up in the
MAAC standings

Nolan remembers Carrion
Nolan not only felt the loss of Alex Carrion '08 from
his contributions to the pep band and his bright presence
at Harboryard, but on a more personal level as well.
""I am a mentor in the Ignatian College at Fairfield
and I was Alex's mentor, he was a great kid" Nolan said.
"I don't know if any of the girls personally knew Alex, but
they were familiar with him, especially since the pep band
is such a special presence for us at our games."
Like the men, the women's team will look to acknowledge Alex throughout the remainder of the season.
"We remember Alex and his family in our prayers,"
Nolan said. "We have cards going out to the members of
the pep band and our team wants to do something as a
tribute to Alex in his remembrance."

Exclusive Olympic "Ak
Attack"
Superbowl XL contest
results
Weekend Basketba
preview

CHINA STAR
With a...
v5oc0e<

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm-11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm-11:45pm

Sodexho
Campus Services

Free Egg Roll

Chinese Restaurant
~ Take out ~
open 7 Days A week
Nlon-ThU: 11 AM -10:30 PM
Fri & Sat: 11 AM-11 PM
. Sunday: Noon -10 PM

Free
Dumplings
Free General
Tso's Chicken

Post Road Plaza
222 B Post Road
Fairfield, CT 06824
Tel: 203.254.7773
Fax:203-254.7415

We Deliver!
(Minimum order of $15)
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
Fairfield swimming gears up for MAACs

with JESS DiBUONO,
FUSA President

BY CAROL GJENVICK

With the regular season behind
them, the Fairfield University
men's and women's swim teams
are busy preparing for the MAACs held at
Loyola College, Maryland, which will take
place next Thursday through Saturday.
Throughout the season, both teams
had one common goal: to swim faster. Individually, each swimmer hoped to swim
his or her best times and to break school
records, said Bridget McKeon '06, captain
of the women's team.
"I think that everyone wanted'a better turnout this year," said Erin Carrather
'08.
This year, the Stags had a tough duel
meet schedule, including Yale, Georgetown, Marist and Maine, teams both inside
and outside of the MAAC.
During winter intersession, both
teams traveled to San Juan, Puerto Rico to
train at Caparra Country Club. It featured
a 50-meter pool, which was a different
experience for the Stags compared to their
home pool, said Sean Killelea '06, captain
of the men's team.
During the. week in San Juan, the
Stags practiced twice a day, averaging
12,000 meters a day, said McKeon.
But it was not all work and no play.
"We visited old San Juan, tanned at the
beach, brushed up on our Spanish and
even got to see a cockfight," said Tom
Scappaticci '07.
"Everyone had a great time and I think
it's all going to pay off at MAACs," said

The Mirror: We heard
you're a huge Mets fan. Are
you looking forward to spring
training?
DiBuono: Yes! We have an
awesome team this year. I really think we're going to make
it to the World Series.
- TM: Are you going to
spring training?
3D: No, I have to be here,
working.
Wiark ServiaBy i ne Mirror

MAAC Championship or bust: After a new winter training experience in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, the Stags will look to bring a MAAC Championship to Fairfield.
McKeon.
Currently, they are in the taper portion
of their training. The taper is a calculated
rest to put their bodies in peak condition
to prepare for one important meet, said
Scappaticci.
"We are doing a lot of sprint work, or
what Coach Farley likes to call 'hammer
down'," said Carrather.
The taper is different from what they
have done in the past, but the team knows
that Men and Women's Head Coach Bill
Farley and Assistant Coach Sean McGowan know what they are doing, said
Killelea.
The Stags have high hopes for the
~

Who's HOT

Who's NOT

Women's club hockey. So
the Stags haven't won a game
yet, So what? They piled up
five goals in two games over
the weekend, the most they've
scored all year in a two-game
span. Four of those goals came
against a tough Smith team,
while the other came against
powerhouse UMass,

Olympic hockey. Pro players continue to drop out of the
competition, which begins next
week in Turin, Italy, begging the
question: why not let the college kids play? It worked for the
USA at Lake Placid, didn'L it? The
Olympics should be a stage for
amateurs, not professionals.

Dianne Nolan. We know.
She's still looking for win No.
501. But she'll be honored after
the Stags' game Saturday for
her accomplishments, and she
deserves it.

Dfanne Nolan's players.
Four Stags had the stomach
flu on Sunday, when the Stags
hosted Marist, and one, Candice
Lindsay '07, didn't even make the
trip to the Arena. Hopefully they'll
be better by Saturday.

The MAAC. A national television audience on ESPN U watched
a pretty good Fairfield-Rider game
on Friday night, with commissioner Rich Ensor in attendance
at The Arena. With four games
to go In the conference schedule,
the league title is more than just
up for grabs. Stay tuned. This
could get realty interesting.

ONE on ONE

The Super Bowl
Ben Roethlisberger had arguably the worst performance of
any QB ever to win the big game.
His Steelers would have lost, but
the Seahwaks scored less than
the Mariners did last year. PI
where were all the good o
mercials?

MAACs. The men's team hopes to beat
Niagara and Iona.
"Both [schools] beat us in duel meets
during the season, but as a team, we
definitely have a better chance to move up
the team rankings in a big championship
meet," said Killelea.
In the coming week, the team will
continue the taper until they leave for
Maryland Wednesday morning. .
"We are looking for some fast times,
more school records, and to place many
swimmers in the top 16 scoring positions,"
said McKeon.
Taken down by the Terriers
Men's tennis began their season this
past week against Boston University in
Massachusetts. It was a see-saw match as
the teams exchanged victories back and
forth, but in the end B.U. came out on top
defeating the Stags 4-3.
Despite the loss, the Stags had several
strong performances which carried over
from last season's ECAC North Championship.
Zachary Morrison '07 and Glen
Gannon '08 continued with their singles
domination while rookie Michael Palumbo
'09 got his first taste of collegiate tennis
with a victory.
First and second singles Jonathan
Fernando '07 and Stephen Kouri '06 lost
close matches as well as fifth singles
Balazs Szikla '08.
Gannon led the Stags at the ECAC
North Championship by finishing first
at the No. 5 singles flight. Polumbo and
Kouri both finished second in their respective flights.
Fairfield's doubles teams had a tough
outing as all three pairings were defeated
by B.U.
The first doubles pairing of Fernando
and Gannon kept their match close losing
9-7 while second doubles Kouri and Polumbo lost 8-6. The Stags final pairing of
Morrison and Szikla were shutout 8-0.
The Stags will look to rebound this
weekend as they will face Holy Cross on
Saturday.

TM: Your predecessor, Paul
Duffy, once told us his finest
moment at Fairfield was when
the men's basketball team beat
Manhattan last year. Are you
a fan?
3D. Oh yeah. I go to all the
games. I think they're awesome, and I really appreciate
what they do. I think a lot of
people don't realize how hard
it is to be a student-athlete.
The pros only play for money,
but these guys play for the love
of the game. I wish more students would go to the games.
TM: Are you a fan of any
other Fairfield teams?
3D: Yeah, of course. I like
women's basketball, men's
lacrosee, men's and women's
soccer. And I love men's club
volleyball. Did you know they're
ranked 20th in the country?
TM: No, we had no idea
actually. No one told us. So
thanks for letting us know.
3D: No problem.
TM: You're wearing a Stags
in the Stags t~shirt. Are you a
member?
3D: Oh, yeah. Of course
I am.
TM: Do you think the team
has a chance to make it to the
NCAA's?
3D. Absolutely. I really
hope they do.
TM: Is there anything else
we should know about your
background in sports?
3D: Yeah. J loveTodd Hundley! He's awesome! But where
is he right now anyway?
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Gone but not
forgotten

Weekend wonders

DOODY CALLS
BEN DOODY

Lorraine Lampe/The Mirror

Han dynasty: Jonathan Han '09 continued his stellar rookie season this weekend contributing 21 points as the Stags defeated Rider
77-69 and Niagara 68-64. Despite losing to Siena 58-47 Tuesday night, Han contributed 10 points and will be a big part of the Stags
playoff push.

Stags win two at home, but fall at Siena
BY JOE SERZAN

Last weekend, the Fairfield men's basketball team played tenacious defense, shot
the lights out from behind the three-point
arc, and unlike so many games earlier in the
year, they got balanced scoring.
When all was said and done, the Stags
came away from an emotionally charged
weekend with a pair of much-needed wins
and a chance to get back to .500 in the
MAAC when they traveled to Albany, N. Y.
to play Siena on Tuesday night.
The problem though, was that when
they got to Albany, they forgot to bring their
offense, putting up their second lowest point
total of the season in a 58-47 loss.
What worked over the weekend simply
didn't carry over to Tuesday. For example,
when Terrance Todd '06 scored below his
season average in Sunday's 68-64 win over
Niagara, Head Coach Tim O'Toole spoke
after the game of the Stags' balanced scoring
attack. But when Todd scored a season-low
six points on Tuesday, there was nothing
positive to take out of it because nobody
else stepped up.
Now, as they enter the homestretch of
the MAAC schedule, they will have to build
on last-weekend's success, and look past
their failure on Tuesday.
Before heading out to Albany to take
on the Saints, the Stags had some business

to take care of over the weekend at home,
where they had won just one game all year
when they took the court for Friday's game
against Rider.
But the Stags, playing in honor of Alex
Carrion '08, a guitar player in the pep band
who died in his sleep on Thursday night,
won at home in front of the students for the
first time all year Friday when they beat
Rider 77-69 in overtime. Then, led by an
improved defensive effort and their best
three-point shooting performance of the
year, they fought off a late charge by Niagara
and beat the Purple Eagles on Sunday.
"A two game winning streak at home
was great for us," said Jon Han '09. "We had
not been playing well at home this season so
it was great to get these two victories."
The Stags, who stood at 1-6 at home
coming into the weekend's games, won
two close games in the final minutes. The
tenacious, scrambling defense that had
come to be expected from O'Toole coached
teams was out in full force for the first time
consistently. The Stags held opponents to
under 70 points in two straight games for
the first time this year.
"Coach has always had meetings with
us in order to let us know that we need to be
better on defense," Han said. "In practice
we found something that we are comfortable
with and we have been getting teams out of
their rhythm.You can tell its working and

we have to stick with it."
Friday night the Stags introduced to
Rider an extended 2-1-2 trapping defense
both in the half court and the full court.
The defense works for the current roster the
Stags have, employing speed and aggressive
anticipation in order to force turnovers and
get steals.
"We have been working on defense
since before Christmas," said O'Toole,
whose team forced 30 turnovers and had 19
steals in the two games. "We had to try to
get back to what our old goals were."
Another one of those goals was surely
to shoot the ball better, and the Stags did
just that, connecting on 46 percent of their
shots against Rider and shooting 51 percent
against Niagara. Perhaps the most impressive stat came during the Niagara game,
where Fairfield was 6-for-8 (75 percent)
from beyond the three point arc.
The offensive accuracy came from
everyone, literally. Everyone that saw action in the two games this weekend scored.
This was probably a relief to leading scorer
Todd, whose 18 points per game had been
carrying the Stags offensively coming into
the weekend.
"You need more help for Terrance,"
O'Toole said. "Terrance cannot be expected
SEE "STAGS" ON P.
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On Sunday afternoon at the Arena
at Harbor Yard, Dan Finnegan
'08 sat in close proximity to the
emptiest seat in the house.
Sure, it was Super Bowl Sunday and
no more than 30 Fairfield students watched
the Fairfield men beat Niagara. But unlike
the empty seats in the stands, the usual occupant of this given seat would have been
there if he could have been there.
Alex Carrion '08, who died in his
sleep Friday night way too soon, wouldn't
have just been there. He would have been
there in full force, jammin' away on his
guitar along with the rest of the MAAC's
best pep band.
"He was always the first one here,"
Finnegan explained as he packed up from
the band's first performance without Alex.
"We would always jam before rehearsals."
• Tragedies like this point out how
obvious it is that basketball games mean
nothing.
Or maybe they mean everything. I
don't know.
All I know is that Finnegan and every
other soul in the building Sunday would
have given back the Stags' win in a heartbeat if the band could have its guitarist
back.
But from this point on, in this season
full of ups and downs, the Stags are out
to ease the pain from the ultimate down
by beating the odds and achieving the
ultimate up - a MAAC championship in
Alex's honor.
"Every game, we'll play for Alex"
freshman point guard Herbie Allen said
after the game.
See, one thing's certain about this tragedy: it impacts everyone. Not just Alex's
close friends. Not just the rest of the pep
band or the students who live on his floor
in Loyola Hall. Even though some of the
basketball players had never met him, they
appreciated everything he had done, and
if Head Coach Tim O'Toole has his way,
his team will wear a black band on their
jerseys in Alex's honor for the rest of the
season.
"If you're 0-26 or 26-0, they're there
for you," O'Toole said. "We appreciated
the heck out of him."
Alex wasn't a basketball junkie. His
game was music, and he played it very,
very well. But he got up for basketball
games, and as Mike Meehan '08 explained
as the last band members, Finnegan included, packed up their instruments for the first
time without Alex, Alex dreamed of a day
SEE "ALEX" ON P.
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